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| AREFUL buying is a reasonable and rightful 

procedure at any time. The reward 1s note- 

worthy when waste is avoided and savings are 

made. Good advertising is a useful guide to the 

buyer. Are you letting the advertisers in The Sun- 
day School Times serve you in careful buying ? 





























For Me, In Me 
By Sarah E. Loucks 


“For if, while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God 
through the DEATH of his Son, MUCH MORE, being reconciled, 
shall we be kept safe in his LIFE’ (Rom. 5: 10; Bishop Moule’s 
rendering. ) 

E LIVED, my Saviour lived, 
That He might die for me, 
Might die and pay the penalty 

Of death for all my sins; 
Might be, through death, o’er death 
My Victory! 


He died, my Saviour died, 
That He might live in me, 
Might live, and living thus, might be 
In every strife through life 
The One to fight and win, 
My Victory ! 














. Surgery’s Insight 


When surgery can see more, it will not have to 
cut so much. A striking evidence of this has just 
been given in a fresh achievement of modern surgery. 
A news article in the Philadelphia Public Ledger de- 
scribes the “bronchoscope,” and records that “for the 
first time in the history of medical science a bullet 
has been removed from a human being’s body without 
the aid of a lancet. A seventeen-year-old boy, acci- 
dentally shot, had a bullet lodged deep in his right lung. 


Physicians and surgeons at Jefferson Medical Col- 
lege, where the boy was taken, believed that he was 
“beyond the help of surgery,” and he was not ex- 
pected to live. Three days later the boy “left the 
hospital a healthy, cheerful lad... . He had not been 
under an anesthetic. His temperature had not been 
a single degree above normal, and he had not been 
in pain for as much as a minute.” There had been 
no cutting. The bronchoscope had been used,—a 
thin silver pipe, with a small electric light, which like 
a reverse periscope enables the physician to look 
within the body and through the same bronchoscope 
to remove foreign substances by forceps or other in- 
struments. It is a striking illustration of the work 
of the Great Physician as he treats, with love and 
tenderness, those who come to him for healing. He 
can look within and see just what is there; “for man 
looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord 
looketh on the heart.” He wants us to say to him: 
“Search me, O God, and know my heart: ... and 
see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me 
in the way everlasting.” When we submit ourselves 
to him he cat remove that which is injuring us, and 
he can do it with a minimum of pain and suffering 
to ourselves, — sometimes with no suffering at all as 
we yield wholly to him. 


“x 
His Mastery 


Christian living always proclaims Christ’s lord- 
ship. To the true disciple the Son of God is not 
only his Saviour but his Lord. This demonstrated 
lordship of Christ in any ing..j : 
supernatural work, It is nothing e re- 
young of Christ in that one as the life of that one. 
Therefore this is the best testimony to the Gospel 
that God gives on earth to-day: it is an unanswer- 
able demonstration that. Christianity accomplishes 
results. Frances Ridley Havergal has.said, “Not only 
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our lips, but our lives, must say ‘Master!’” People 
who may not listen to our lips are compelled to lis- 
ten to our lives. God says that “no man can say, 
Jesus is Lord, but.in the Holy Spirit”; that is, the 
entire yielding tothe lordship of Christ occurs in any 
life only by the work of the Holy Spirit in that life. 
What a tragedy it is when we say only with our 
lips “Jesus is Lord,” and by our lives deny his lord- 


ship! 
a“ 

To Capacity 

Wasted space that ought to be filled may be a 
costly loss. During the war one of the striking 
posters calling upon railroad men to do their patri- 
otic duty showed a brawny fellow “hefting” a heavy 
box to an unfilled space high up in a freight car, 
and bore the following challenging statement: “The 
average car carries only 43 percent of its capacity. 
As a patriotic duty use every inch of space the car 
provides. Fill ’em up for your country. The nation 
is counting on you.” It suggests to’ Christians, in 
the greater war that will continue until our Lord 
returns, the question whether we are letting the 
“space” for which we are responsible be filled to 
capacity. Would it be a fair statement to say that 
not more then 43 precent of the average Christian’s 
life is occupied by the Holy Spirit? Yet God’s clear 
word to us all is, “Be filled with the Spirit.” The 
government of heaven is counting on us to obey 
this command. We have the God-breathed prayer 
“that he would grant you, according to. the. riches 
hi ybe strengthened~with: 
through his Spirit in the inward man; that Christ 
may dwell in your hearts through faith; ... that 
ye may be filled unto. all the fulness of God” (Eph. 
3:16-19). And that means not only fulness but 
overflow, which is God’s way of blessing others 
through his Spirit-filled children. 


When Early Pagans Wrote of Christ 


only with contempt by the great writers of the 

era in which it was born. It has been said: 
“The greatest of all revolutions in human thinking 
and in human affairs began, and passed through the 
earliest stages of its progress, in an obscurity be- 
neath the notice of philosophers and _ historians.” 
The Greek culture of that day was ever on the look- 
out for “some new thing” of interest to mankind, 
but as we know from Paul’s experience at Athens 
it was utterly unable to appraise at its true value 
the truth which was able and destined to “make all 
things new.” The investigative Roman mind as ex- 
emplified in Pilate had inquired of the bleeding victim 
of the judgment hall, “What is truth?” Roman lit- 
erature was still engaged in the supposed pursuit 
of truth at the close of the first century of the Chris- 
tian era and in the beginning of the second, and 


"Tani origin and rise of Christianity is treated 


,. some of the world’s ablest historians were seeking to 


set down the records of fact with an accuracy and 
interest that would make their fame forever secure. 
By that time the apostle Paul had finished his mar- 
velous course, planting his churches in the greatest 
cities of the Empire, winning converts even in the 
household of the Emperor himself, and he had gone 
to the block in the very city where these historians 
spent the best part of their lives. None of the three 
writers who find Christianity persistently under their 
gaze appear ever to have heard of this man whom 
we of later days deem to have been doubtless the 
greatest figure of human history. Neither the reputed 
Roman eagerness for the knowledge of truth nor the 
Roman purpose to render fullest justice show to ad- 
vantage in the comments of these three histcrians, 
re i all three contemporaries and personal 
riends. 


Suetonius wrote the “Lives of the Twelve Caesars.” 
In his “Life of Claudius Caesar” he says: “He [Clau- 
dius] expelled from Rome the Jews, who were continu- 
ally raising tumults at the instigation of Chrestus.” 
And in his “Life of Nero,” the successor of Claudius 
Suetonius writes, ‘““The Christians, a sort of men of 


a new and mischievous superstitition, were severely 
punished,” : 

The reign of Claudius began A. D. 42. Suetonius 
is writing about a half century afterward. He is not 
even at pains to spell the name of this “insurrection- 
ary leader” aright — “Christus” instead of “Chres- 
tus,” nor to ascertain. that “Chrestus” was really a 
leader of a new sect of Jews and Gentiles, and not of 
Jews alone. Is there an unwitting tribute to the res- 
urrection of “Chrestus” in the apparent belief of 
the historian that He was still alive at the time of 
this expulsion, which was doubtless the one which sent 
Aquila and Priscilla to Corinth, in the providence 
of God, to befriend Paul? 


The biographer of Tacitus in the Encyclopedia Brit- 
annica says that he “ranks beyond dispute in the high- 
est place among men of letters of all ages.” In what 
remains to posterity of his “Histories” and “Annals,” 
“he has given us a striking, and on the whole doubt- 
less a true, picture of the Empire in the first century.” 
The occasion came to him of recording the beginnings 
of Christianity. In his “Annals,” after describing 
the burning of Rome by Nero, he proceeds to show 
how this Emperor sought to divert suspicion from 
himself to the despised Christians as guilty of that 
awful arson. Says Tacitus: 

“Therefore Nero, to get rid of the rumor, substi- 
tuted as the criminals, and punished with most ex- 
quisite tortures, those persons, odious for shameful 
practises, whom the vulgar called Christians. Christ, 
the author of that name, was punished by the pro- 
curator Pontius Pilate in the reign of Tiberius; and 
the deadly superstitition, repressed for a while, broke 
out again not only through Judea, the original seat 
of that evil, but through the city [Rome] also, 
whither, from every side, all things horrible or shame- 
ful flow together and come into vogue. First, some 
were arrested who made confession; then, by the in- 
formation obtained from them, a great, multitude were 
found guilty, not so much of burning the city as of 
a hatred of the human race. Even in their dying, 
they were made sport of, — some covered with skins 
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of beasts, that they might be mangled to death by 
dogs; others nailed to crosses; others condemned to 
the flames, and, when the day went down, they were 
burned for illumination in the night. Nero had of- 
fered his own gardens for that spectacle, and gave 
at the same time a circus exhibition, going about 
himself among the rabble in the dress of a chariot- 
eer, or actually driving a chariot. The consequence 
was, that although the sufferers were wicked, and 
worthy of extreme punishment, commiseration was 
awakened, as if they suffered not from any consid- 
eration of the public welfare, but for the gratifica- 
tion of one man’s cruelty.” 

Tacitus as a child may have witnessed the con- 
flagration in Rome, which occurred in A, D. 64. He 
was writing of it in the reign of Trajan, forty years 
later. “But he did not think it necessary to recon- 
sider what he had received in childhood as the com- 
mon opinion about the Christian religion.” To him 
Christians were still “odious” and Christianity a 
“deadly superstition.” 


The dispatch of Pliny the Younger when he was 
propretor of Bithynia to the Emperor Trajan “gives 


some of that information concerning Christianity 


which the great historians disdained to give”; and 
it has been preserved, not because the writer fore- 
saw that it would become the most famous of his 
“Letters” as dealing with a wonderful and growing 
faith, but because fe thought it had literary merit. 
The following translation of the dispatch asking 
about what to do with Christians, without attempt- 
ing to reproduce its literary value is given by Dr. 
Leonard Bacon, formerly Professor of Revealed The- 
ology at Yale, in the “Preliminary Dissertation” to 
Conybeare and Howson’s “Life and co of St. 
Paul” (Fleming H, Revell Co., New York, $3.50) 
along with a scholarly discussion of the import of 
these early references to Christianity. 

“It is my custom, sir, to refer every thing about 
which I am in doubt to you; for who can better 
direct my hesitation, or remove my ignorance? 

“I have never been present at any judicial exam- 
ination of Christians, so that I am ignorant in. what 
manner and to what extent it is usual to punish them 
or to examine them. I have also been quite unable 
to‘ decide whether there is any discrimination on ac- 
count of difference in age, or those who are of ten- 
der age are treated in the same way with the more 
robust ; whether pardon is given to those who repent; 
or, if one has been at any time a Christian, it is noth- 
ing in his favor that he has ceased to be such, whether 
the mere name is punished, or only those shameful 
practises which are connected with the name. 

“Meanwhile, in the case of those who have been 
accused before me of being Christians, I have taken 
this course,— I have put the question to them, whether 
they were Christians. To those who confessed I 

ut the question again, and the third time threaten- 
ing them with punishment. Those who persevered 
in that confession I ordered to be taken to execu- 
tion; for I did not doubt, that, whatever the nature 
of their confession might be, the pertinacity and in- 
flexible obstinacy ought to be punished. There have 
been some possessed with that sort of madness, whom, 
because thi¢y were Roman citizens, I have set down 
in the list of persons who must be sent to Rome. 

“Soon, as often happens, the proceedings having 
caused the accusation to spread in all directions, there 
came to be many sorts of cases. An anonymous in- 
dictment was offered containing many names. I have 
thought proper to discharge those who deny that they 
are or have been Christians, when they repeated after 
me a prayer to the gods, and offered worship, with 
incense and wine, to your statue (which, for that pur- 
pose, I had ordered to be brought with the images of 
the deities), and, besides all that, reviled rist; 
which things they who are really Christians cannot, 
it is said, be forced to do. Others, named by an in- 
former, said that they were Christians, and imme- 
diately denied it: they said that they had been, but 
had ceased to be, Christians; some three, some more, 
and a few even twenty years ago. These all vener- 
ated your statue and the images of the gods; they also 
reviled Christ. But they affirmed that the sum 
whether of their crime or of their error was this, — 
that they used to meet on a stated day before light, 
and to sing among themselves, in turn, a hymn to 
Christ as to a god, and to bind themselves by an 
oath, not to any wickedness, but that they would never 
commit theft, robbery, nor adultery; that they would 
never break their word; that they would never deny 
a trust when called to give it up: and, after these 
performances, their way was to separate, and then 
meet again to partake of food, but only of an ordinary 
and harmless kind. Even this they said they had 
given up after my edict, by which, according to your 
orders, I had prohibited clubs. 

“Having heard so much, I deemed it the more nec- 
essary to ascertain the truth by putting to the tor- 
ture two women-servants who were called deacon- 
esses; but I found nothing more than a perverse and 
excessive superstition. Therefore, having postponed 
the investigation, I betake myself to you for advice; 
for the affair seems to me to require such consulta- 
tion, especially because of the number of persons 
implicated ; for may of every age, of every rank, 
and of both’ sexes also, are summoned to trial, and 
will be summoned ; for the contagion of that supersti- 


farms. 
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tion has pervaded not only cities, but villages and also 
_ It can be, I think, resisted-and corrected. At 
least, it is evident enough that the temples, which a 
little while ago were forsaken, have begun to be fre- 
quented, and sacred observances long intermitted are 
renewed ; and the flesh of sacrifices, for which, of late, 
a purchaser could rarely be found, is now sold every- 
where. And this makes it easy to think how many 
might be reformed if repentance can gain pardon.” 

ertain meager facts about the rise and growth of 
Christianity are indeed furnished by these cultured 
heathen writers, but it has been pertinently asked of 
just what value these facts would be, if: the 
statesmanship of Trajan and Pliny had been able to 
extirpate that “perverse and excessive superstition.” 
These historians would have left us in the dark as 
to the doctrines and spirit and morals of this faith. 
They did not inquire sufficiently into the matter to 
learn that Christianity was producing a literature of 
its own. God’s providence over his Book is one of 
the miracles of the ages, as is his giving of the Book 
itself, and the New Testament, the most important 
literature of all time, containing both the precepts 
of Christianity and also the history of its beginnings 
and early propaganda, was being written and com- 
pleted in the same century in which these famous lit- 
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erary “stars” of their days were dismissing it from 
their pages in brief and ill-considered paragraphs. 
Paul in his writings “gave to mankind a new world 
of thought.” “If his Epistles could perish,” esti- 
mates Stalker, “the loss to literature would be the 
greatest possible with only one exception —that of 
the Gospels which record the life, the sayings, and 
the death of our Lord.” And from the Gospels the 
Epistles of Paul and the other apostolic writers are 
not to be separated, for our Lord could not speak 
all his thought to men in his lifetime, for they were 
not able to bear it, but he finished his message to 
the Church through Paul and his contemporaries 
through the inspiring Holy Spirit. 

In the International Uniform Sunday School Les- 
sons we are at the beginning of a six-months’ course 
in the life and letters of Paul. Every teacher and 
Bible student should hail it as an unusual opportun- 
ity to read anew the Pauline Epistles, the most pre- 
cious writings that have come down to us through the 
ages. If we neglect to impress them upon our. minds 
and practise them in our lives shall we be very much 
less blameworthy than those men of old, wise in 
the wisdom of this world, who missed the best there 
was in life for them in their age because of prej- 
udice and neglect? 





What the Birds Teach About Evolution 


A lover of birds is Leander S. Keyser, D.D., Profes- 
sor of Systematic Theology in Hamma Divinity School, 
blag Coliege; Springfield, Ohio. Some years 
ago Dr, Keyser wrote a number of charming stories 
about birds and their nests for the hifiren at 
Home column of The Sunday School Times. He is 
the author of books about birds and their habits, 
among them being “In Bird Land” (A. C. McClurg 
and Co., Chicago, $i, postpaid); “Birds of. the 
Rockies” (McClurg, $1.50, postpaid); and “Our 
Bird Comrades” (Rand, McNally and Co, Chicago, 
$125, postpaid). 

The late John Burroughs said of “Birds of .the 
Rockies”: “Mr. Leander §S. Keyser’s ‘Birds of the 
Rockies’ tells me just what I want to. know about 
the western birds. . .. Mr. Keyser belongs to the 
noble order of trampers and walkers, and is a true 
observer and bird-lover. This is the best -bird- book 
that has come to me in years.” 


“Our Bird Comrades,” while. useful for general: 


reading, has proved popular as a supplementary 
reader in high schools. 

_ In later years Dr. Keyser has turned his attention 
in the way of authorship more to contending for the 
faith once for all delivered to the saints. He has 
written a number of expository and polemical vol- 
umes, which are published by the George H. Doran 
Company, New York, among these being “In the 
Apostles’ Footsteps,” valuable for study in connection 
with the forthcoming International Sunday-school 
lessons on Paul (two volumes, each $2, net); “The 
Rational Test” (75 cents, net) ; and “A System of Nat- 
ural Theism” ($1, net). 

And he has found a use for his knowledge of 
birds in his faithful contending for the faith. Max 
Miller, master of the science of language, once turned 
aside from his specialty to declare that language was 
an insuperable barrier to the hypothesis of evolution. 
For, he held, there was a great gulf fixed between 
the chatter of a monkey and the Greek that Demos- 
thenes spoke and Aschylus wrote. And in the same 
way Dr. Keyser finds in his- knowledge of ornith- 
ology a strong argument against that same unproved 
hypothesis. e gives it in the following letter to 
The Sunday School Times: 


I have been much impressed and profited by the 
articles of Professor George McCready Price in 
your columns. Especially valuable have been. the 
things he has said about evolution, which, to my mind, 
has been far from scientifically established; indeed, 
it seems to me that the outstanding facts of nature 
as we know it are against that much-vaunted theory. 

Permit me to call attention to one consideration 
that seems to me, in and of itself, to disprove the 
theory of evolution. The advocates of this hypothe- 
sis maintain that all forms of life have evolved pro- 
gressively from a few simple primordial cells. Hence 
the first forms were simple vegetable forms, then 
came the higher vegetable forms, then the insects, 





One of the most conspicuous figures in the foreign 
missionary field to-day, a veteran of thirty-five years’ 
active service, has just made public in China his reasons 
for joining the Bible Union of China (the recently or- 
anized testimony to the integrity of the Scriptures) after 
aving at first feared that that organization might be an 
unwise move. This missionary's statement will be pub- 
lished in next week's issue of Sunday School Times. 











then the lowest animal forms, and so on up to the 
highest kinds of animals, and finally man appeared 
as the climax of the evolutionary process. ; 

According to this program, therefore, the insects 
appeared and flourished myriads of years or centuries 
before the birds came into existence. Now, if nature 
was the same then as now, the insects would have 
destroyed all the vegetation long: before any birds 
appeared; for every one knows that to-day the birds 
are necessary to preserve the vegetable world from 
the. ravages of the insects, Kill off all the birds 
now, and it, would be only a few years until thete 
would not be a blade of grass in any of our fields 
nor a leaf on any of our orchards or woodlands. 
Hence if, in the geological ages, the insects appeared 
long before the birds, the: vegetation would all -have 
been destroyed, and. the insects themselves would 
have perished for lack of food, and thus. they never 
could have evolved into the higher forms of animate 
life. This one fact. seems to me. to give a knockout 
blow to the theory of evolution. 

However, according to the Biblical cosmogony, so 
convincingly upheld by Professor Price, everything 
can be most beautifully explained; for then the plants 
and insects did not appear long eons before the birds; 
moreover, the animal world was not then at war; 
there was no “struggle for existence,” but all nature 
was “good,” and suffered a lapse only after the 
lapse of man, its head and crown. Thus the Bible 
itself appears to be a more scientific book than many 
of the books flung on the market to-day by pro- 
fessional scientists. 

at 


Has Christ Always Lived? 


Please send references proving that Christ always 
lived before the foundation of the world.—An Iowa 
Reader. 


In a dispute with the Jews they said to Jesus, 
“Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou 
seen Abraham? Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, Before Abraham was born, I am.” 

Jesus was here claiming that he existed in the 
eternity of the past. He was claiming for himself 
one of the Old Testament titles of Jehovah. It was 
as much as if he had said that it was he himself that 
was spoken of by Moses when the latter recorded 
in Exodus 3:14 the revelation of Jehovah to Moses 
out of the burning bush. When Moses asked his 
name the voice from the bush answered, “I Am That 
I Am: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the 
children of Israel, I Am hath sent me unto you.” 
“I Am” describes Jehovah as the ever-existent One, 
the always-present One, the One “who was, and is, 
and is to come.” Jesus was He, The “I Am” state- 
ments of our Lord in the Gospels make an illuminat- 
ing study. " 

n his farewell prayer, our Lord used this sen- 
tence, addressing his Father, “Thou lovedst me be- 
fore the foundation of the world” (John 17:24). 
Here our Lord was plainly saying that he existed in 
eternity, dwelling there in the love of the Father. 

There was a transaction between God the Father 
and God the Son back in the councils of eternity, 
as recorded by Paul when he says, “Even as he chose 
us in him before the foundation of the world, that 
we should be holy and without blemish before him in 
love” (Eph. 1:4). 

And again, stating that all things were created 
through Christ and unto him, Paul tells us, “He is 
re all things, and in him all things consist” (Col. 
317). 
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How I Met Aline D’Amour of Poperinghe 


—— 


Who is no longer afraid of her Testament 





By Mrs. Ralph C. Norton 
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was a time of joy to us all; we had been so 

long away, but the demands of the ever-grow- 
ing and enlarging work had made it impossible for 
us to return sooner. No sooner had we returned, 
than problems began pressing in upon us, but side 
by side with these came signs of blessing and new 
and fresh evidences of the working of God. One 
by one problems are disappearing before the blessed 
avalanche of prayer! The “many adversaries” can- 
not overthrow our hope or joy, when from every 
part of the field are coming tidings of blessing. 

As we arrived special meetings were under way at 
Antwerp, conducted by Mr. Parmentier, a_ devoted 
servant of God with long experience in Belgium, 
who had joined the Mission during our absence. The 
new building purchased in the heart of Antwerp had, 
after several months of planning and labor, been re- 
modeled and made ready for the beginning of the 
new year, 1921. It was in this new hall, seating 
over three hundred persons, that the meetings were 
being held. ; . 

Mr. Norton and I found in that hall one night some 
two hundred people, gathered to hear the glad news 
of a salvation which was to them so different from 
any that they had ever heard, that they could but 
speak of it as “a new religion.” After supper with 
Mr. and Mrs. Hareld Roberts, who are among the 
latest missionaries to come from America, and 
who are busily engaged in learning the Flemish 
language, we had taken our places at the front of 
that hall, with those two hundred eager faces be- 
fore us. It was impossible not to be thrilled with 
that sight, when one realized that but for the obe- 
dience to that God-given call to evangelize Belgium, 
those people would not have that night’s opportunity! 
After the sermon in Flemish, Mr. Norton put the 
invitation, through interpretation, and there were 
some six or seven hands lifted for prayer. 


As Revivalists Come and Go 

It was just a week after the close of the Antwerp 
meetings that we began a series here in Brussels, our 
headquarters, with Pastor Antomarchi, of Paris, 
which lasted two weeks. It seems to us over here 
that we are always just about to enter upon a series 
of evangelistic meetings or are emerging from one, 
and that means very busy days and nights for all the 
Mission party; but when hearts are hungry and re- 
ceptive over here, how can we but give them that 
which means spiritual life? 

In the afternoons Pastor Antomarchi spoke sweetly 
but very surely to the hearts of the Christian peo- 
ple and to the students of the Bible School. At 
night, although the limitations of our hall rendered 
it impossible for many unconverted to be in attend- 
ance, there was scarcely a night without conversions. 
One of our young girl converts brought with her 
a widow of about sixty years, a woman of $tand- 
ing, whose husband, a lawyer, had lost his fortune 
during the war. She was among the first to take 
a stand for Christ that night, and said to Pastor 
Antomarchi, “I came in an unbeliever; but I go out 
truly converted.” Her trust in Christ for salvation 
has since been truly evidenced. 

Then there was a tall young jeweler, a young man 
of a serious and unusually intelligent type, who came 
night after night, and at last found peace in Christ. 
When Pastor Antomarchi left us, and for a week 
there was a temporary lapse from the intense activ- 
ities of the previous few weeks, this young man was 
desolate. “What! no more meetings this week?” he 
protested, 

Another man of God has come to us for special 
meetings, Mr. Charles Dentan, from France. And 
later we shall also have Mr. Hunter, from Switzer- 
land, with us again. By the time they have left 
us open-air meetings in the markets and fairs will 
be recommencing, and the tent work which was so 
greatly blessed last year. 

One of the workers whose report brought us most 
joy was Mr. Mietes, superintendent at Bruges, and 
who since his coming to as over a year ago has 
opened up five new stations besides his headquar- 
ters. Some of these newly-opened stations bear 
names made sadly familiar by the war, Passchaen- 
daele and Ypres are among the number — how glo- 
rious to be privileged to bring to these reconstructed 
towns the life-giving Gospel! 

In the Bible School, too, there has been signal 
blessing. Not the least one of our problems when 
we returned was a concern for the deepening of 
the spiritual life of these students, many of whom 
had been Christians for so short a time. And so 
we prayed about it, day after day, in our upstairs 
sitting-room, which is at the same time office and con- 
ference room. We were led to set apart a day for 
humiliation and prayer. That day will ever be mem- 


QO: home-coming to Belgium early in March 








As one reads these incidents of the Holy . goo 
blessing of the work of the Belgian Gospel Mis- 
sion, it is not difficult to understand Mr. and Mrs. 
Norton when they write saying there is a pressing 
need for 100,000 New Testaments, 1,000,000 
Scripture portions, for new wo to go into 
Gospel-hungry sections, and funds for remodeling 
the new headquarters building with auditorium in 
Brussels. Gifts to the Mission may be sent to C.G. 
Trumbull, Treasurer, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia. 








orable, for it became also a day of self-judgment, 
and there was confession of sin which should put 
many an older Christian in America to shame, for 
minute and what we might call “small sins” were 
judged, and put away, that day. And we believe 
new power has been manifested in the school ever 
since. 

One Sunday recently a young woman came to 
see me, a girl with whom I had corresponded dur- 
ing the war, but her name, Aline D’Amour, meant 
little to me in those days, save as being the name 
of a girl who seemed so firmly entrenched in her 
superstitious belief that only miraculous grace could 
ever pierce her false repose. She lived in the town 
of Poperinghe, which was constantly bombarded by 
the Germans. One day as she was leaving her con- 
vent school, hastening out of the city to escape the 
bombardment, she met a Canadian soldier, who asked 
of her news concerning his battery, which, he had 
been informed, was stationed in the town. 

She could tell him but little, but as he was lost 
for the time, she took him back to her mother’s home, 
where he remained until he could rejoin his battery. 
His gratitude for the family’s kindness was great, 
and he returned often to pay his respects and also 
wrote to his mother across the sea, recounting the 
sympathy with which he had been surrounded while in 
this Belgian home. His mother’s heart was touched, 








The Little Sermon 


By Henry W. Frost 
Director for North America of the China Inland Mission 




















When I see the blood, I will pass over you, and 
the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you 
(Exod, 12:13). 


HERE are many theories of salvation which men 
have lived and died by. The popular one has 
been that of balancing good over against evil; that 
is, the being conscious of many sins and the trying 
to tip the scale by as many good deeds as there were 
sins; as if God, in such a case, were not going to 
demand that there be none evil and all good! Then 
there has been the little less popular procedure of 
endeavoring to placate God by the making of gifts 
of money, the building of shrines and temples, the 
going on long pilgrimages, the lying upon a bed of 
spikes, the hanging by a hook from a pole, the offer- 
ing of headless chickens, the burning of incense and 
oxen; and finally, tn these last days, of going “over 
the top” for king or for president and country; as 
if God could accept of sinful offerings in atonement 
for an offerer’s sins! And lastly, there has been the 
more respectable and refined method, of salvation by 
character, which is this: being born in a Christian 
country, imbibing in family, school, college, and 
church, Christian principles, living and working in a 
Christian environment, becoming buttressed about and 
propped up, by Christian influences, taking into mind 
and spirit Christian standards and ideals, and then, 
forgetting the source of all these blessings, saying 
to God and men, This is the character which J have 
built, and finally, choosing to deny Christ, the author 
of all, and to affirm that this supposed self-made 
life will bear the test of time and eternity, includ- 
ing the judgment to come; as if God were to be de- 
ceived by such soul-trickery and hypocrisy as this! 
The word is an old one,. but it is ever new in its 
truth; it is a new one, but it is ever old in its testi- 
mony: “When I see the sioop, J will pass over you”; 
“Without shedding of BLoop is no remission”; “Ye 


‘were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver 


and gold .. . but with the precious BLoop of Christ, 
as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.” 
The end of the lesson, then, is that a man must be 
saved in God’s way, and hence that each one of us is 
both to get and keep under the BLoop. 


PRINCETON, N. J. 





and she wrote to me, asking me to send Aline a Tes- 
tament and to speak to her of Christ. I know now 
that all my letters reached her, as well as the little 
books I enclosed, but she never read the books. She 
was too prejudiced against them. But at the same 
time something led her to preserve them. This Sun- 
day in Brussels she told me how gently and truly 
the Holy Spirit dealt with her in the months that 
fcltewed. 

The war ended, something compelled her to come 
to Brussels and seek business employment. She did 
not know why she seemed so driven, but she came, 
and later her sister followed and they entered upon 
a business career. Of course it was only natural 
to come and see us here in the Mission, and little 
by little she began to frequent the Sunday and week- 
day meetings. Then one day in an interview | asked 
her point-blank if she knew Christ as Saviour, and 
she told me “No,” and that she intended never to 
change her own religion, which I had reason to be- 
lieve was only a religion, and not a life that she was 
enjoying. 

ut she went home to her room, haunted with the 
oa that had been put to her, and after two 
ays reading the New Testament she had in her pos- 
session, she came into simple faith in Christ, and 
found him, “Whom to know is life eternal.” 

Then she returned again to our meetings, with what 
different zest! Now, she is declaring herself publicly, 
and, as it is a year since her conversion, she intends 
continuing a few months longer in business, and 
then, if the Lord leads, at the Rostentex of the next 
fall term, she expects to enter the Bible School and 
prepare herself for Christian work. Her sister, 
whom she has led to Christ, is also desirous of so 
doing, but it remains to be seen whether her health 
will permit. 

We passed an entire day in the Borinage, the great 
mining district lying in the south of Belgium, so 
near to the French frontier. This district suffered 
more than any other during the war. Here took 
place many of the deportations, and we passed homes 
to which men have never returned after being car- 
ried away to Germany to work in the mines there. 
To other homes men have returned, maimed and in- 
jured for life, because of their months of suffering. 

Here God has given our Mission some of its great- 
est. blessings. . Last summer we made.a grand. ven- 
ture, and bought two large tents for open-air. evan- 
gelization, engaging a friend from Switzerland, Mr. 
John Hunter, to preach the Gospel. His tent min- 
istry was much used, and when a sudden illness laid 
him aside for a while, one of our more mature stu- 
dents, a Belgian, who was himself a miner at one time, 
and converted, as he says, “at the bottom of a mine,” 
was entrusted with one of the tent meetings, with 
others of the students to help him. Out of that 
series of meetings came an established work at Dour, 
of which to-day this worker, Mr. Jules Neusy, is in 
charge. A house has been bought at that place, and 
he preaches to as many as one hundred and fifty peo- 
ple on Sundays. 


The Old Man and the Beautiful Words 


In company with M. and Madame Neusy, we went 
to another near-by village, Warquignies, where I 
spoke to a woman’s meeting at six o’clock, while 
Mr. Norton, with Mr. Neusy and Mr. Barnhouse, 
visited some of the miners’ cottages. I was filled with 
joy indescribable as I spoke to some sixty humble 
but eager women. My husband was enthusiastic 
about meeting an old man and his wife, in their 
tiny cottage, absolutely bare of any comforts, both 
of them converted in our tent meetings. As the 
Word of God was read, the old man repeated after 
Mr. Neusy every phrase, both of the Bible read- 
ing and of a prayer. When the matchless words of 
the Scriptures had been concluded he breathed, 
“Quelle belle parole; quelle belle parole” —“Beautiful 
words, beautiful words!” 

The aged wife, near to death, kept repeating, “Je 
suis préte, je suis préte’—“I am ready, I am ready.” 
And she only a convert of a few months. “We 
would never have had the light if you had not come 
with the tent,” they declared; “never would the Gos- 
pel have come to rejoice our hearts.” 

Our hearts yearned over these simple mining vil- 
lages, in which some twelve thousand people live, 
and in which there has been no Gospel witness for 
centuries. 

Out of one of them has come to our Bible School, 
to prepare for Christian work, a young man named 
Vandrecq. During the war he was converted. The 
only Protestant family in the district who owned a 
Bible lent it to him, and by the light o\- a candle, 
despite weak eyes, he read the New, Testament 


through, then went to a neighboring tawn. for mote - 


information, and was led to Christ by friends in that 
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lace. We are seeking to buy a little npeny at 
arquignies similar to the one at Dour. e found 
what suited us almost perfectly, a large patitins, 
which had been a forge, but which could be easily 
changed and converted into a large place of meet- 
ing. The old man who owned it was one of the 
most pitiful figures I have ever seen. “Everything is 
gone, as you see,” he said; “twenty or thirty thou- 
sand francs’ worth of machinery and tools, all carried 
off by the Germans. I have nothing.” I spoke 
to him of the Lord Jesus Christ. I do not know 
whether he fully understood me, but he said over 
end over, “Je n'ai que Diew’—“I have no one but 
od.” 

During the meetings at Dour, a young blind man, 
in his early thirties, was going along the street one 
night when he was arrested by the sound of sing- 
ing. “Whosoever will may come,” was the song. 
He entered the tent, and was converted. 

We met him at Dour. Almost the first thing he 
said was, “I was blind, but now I can see!” He isa 
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quaint and interesting character; fearless in witness- 
ing for the Master. Just after his conversion he had 
had a hard time to live. During the war, when 
ey | one went hungry, it was his wont to go to 
the homes in the village and get food in exchange 
for such services as turning the mangle on washing 
day, grinding of meal, and the like. After his con- 
version, his friends began to reproach him for his 
change of religion. “You Protestants,” they sneered, 
“have only a little humble place of meeting.” “Well, 
I don’t know about that,” was his reply, “but I re- 
member that Jesus was born in a stable, so I shouldn’t 
mind that.” At first his whole family used to taunt 
him. Now practically every one is coming to the 
meetings, and his father, the worst blasphemer in the 
village, and his mother have been converted. 

‘This young blind man has: learned to read the 
Bible by the Braille system, and it is a beautiful 
thing to hear him read his Bible aloud to the chil- 
dren in the Sunday-school. 

BrusseE.s, BeELcium. 





Why Should We Pray for Revival ? 


Some of the reasons, as expressed by outstanding evangelical leaders 









**The 


prayer power has never been tried to its full capacity in church, ’* said Hudson Taylor. 
church could ever be induced to try it, what would happen ? Wi 


If the whole 
ll you help The Sunday School Times to continue 


pleading for prayer for revival in the body of Christ by writing to it concisely about your 1920 Watch Night meeting, 
which saw the old year die, stating what blessings resulted and what convictions came to you and others as a result 2 


mission Prayer League, of Chicago, asked a con- 

siderable number of evangelical leaders to in- 
dicate three reasons (preferably in the order of their 
seeming importance) why God's people at large 
should pray persistently and earnestly for world- 
wide revival in the body of Christ. 

Too many replies were received to be used in. any 
one article. ith but a single exception, every one 
who responded expressed hearty sympathy with the 
purpose of the inquiry. 

The feeling is widespread that revival in the Church 
is not only needed, but that it is not out of harmony 
with God’s revealed prophetic program. There is 
also a feeling that some kind of a general movement 
is: likely to come soon, and that God's people should 
pray that this movement may be a genuine spiritual 
awakening, unattended by unscriptural excesses or 
fanatical phenomena of any kind, but that it be deep 
and thorough and Spirit-operating in its exposure 
and conviction of sin and in its regenerating and 
sanctifying influences. Among the replies received 
were the Tellentne 


From the late G. Frederick Wright, Editor of Bib- 
liotheca Sacra, Oberlin, Ohio: “I would mention as the 
most outstanding reasons for prayer for revival, (1) 
The decline of faith in the Bible; (2) the increasing 
rage for frivolous amusements; (3) the engrossing 
interest in material considerations,” 


Roger B. Whittlesey, Secretary-Treasurer of the 
China Inland Mission, Germantown, Pa.: ‘“God’s 
people should pray for revival in the body of Christ, 
{1) Because the world is in such desperate need of 
all that would be available for it if every member 
of the Body were revived to the nth power. (2) 
Because even those most available of His members, 
those who are functioning at all, are not functioning 
as they might because they are not yielded to their 
Head as they should be; and most of the members 
are not yielded at all, and, therefore, are not func- 
tioning at all. (3) Because God surely wants every 
member of the Body of Christ Seeived? to the point 
of utter yieldedness, and to ask this is surely within 
His will; and if so, then we ask to obtain.” 


R, A. Torrey, Dean of the Bible Institute of 
Los Angeles, Cal.: “Because of the great need of 
revival at this time, because of the low level of liv- 
ing in the church and the rampant wickedness out- 
side of the Church, and the infidelity both in the 
church and in the world. A revival of true religion 
is the only hope of commerce, society, the nation, 
and international relations. (2) Because all real re- 
vivals come in answer to prayer, and all over the 
world there are indications that men are being 
awakened to pray for a revival. (3) Because there 
are indications of a coming revival. For example, 
these last two weeks [in a campaign in the South} 
have been among the richest in my own ministry.” 


Don O. Shelton, President of the National Bible 
Institute, New York: “My strong conviction is the 
main reason why we should pray for a revival in the 
Body of Christ is because the Christian Church is 
not delivering our Lord’s message to the world. In 
our great cities, as you of course well know, the 
majority of the péople are utterly ignorant of the 
Gospel, and there.ja no prayerful, persistent, and 
compkehensive. effort made to take the Gospel to them. 
Just as I reached our building this morning I met a 
Christian young man who has been an attendant in 


Anis weeks ago the Director of the Great Com- 


our twening Department classes. He said that he had 
just been elected president of the Christian Endeavor 
Societies of the churches in a suburban city. He 
said: ‘You know the churches in these «suburban 
cities are spiritually dead.’ [rom nearly every direc- 
tion similar reports reach us. Surely nothing is more 
important than to seek to lead the professed dis- 
ciples of our Lord to obey literally his Word.” 

W. L, Pettingill, Dean of the Philadelphia School 
of the Bible: “(1) For the glory . of . God. 
(2) For the completion of the Body of Christ. (3) 
For the hastening of the kingdom in manifestation.” 

William Norton, Business Manager of the Bible 
Institute Colportage Association, Chicago: “(1) The 
world’s spiritual need to-day, (2) The shortness of 
the time before our Lord may come for his own. 
(3) The need of the example in encouraging other 
Christian workers,” 


Joseph R. Lewek, Superintendent “of ‘the “Gospel 
Mission to the Jews; Chicago: “(1): The awful world- 
liness of the Church. (2) The criminal indifference 
and thoughtlessness of believers. (3) The very near 
coming of our precious Lord Jesus.” 


Thomas M. Chalmers, Missionary Director of the 
New York Jewish Evangelization Society, New York 
City: “As to revival in the body of Christ, it seems to 
me that the following reasons stand first and fore- 
most: (1) Nothing is so needed in the world to-day 
(outside of the return of Christ) as the manifestation 
of Christ as God and Lord. A sleeping Church robs 








Praying for the Revival 
By Katie Ross 


(** The Prayer Tryst” was the title of other verses on the same sub- 
ject by Miss Ross, of Longforgan, Dundee, Scotland, which appeared 
in the January ro, 1920, issue of The Sunday School Times. Those 
verses were published by a man in Australia, Mr. A. T. Lee, of 
Brighton Beach, Victoria, upon whom the Lord had laid a prayer bur- 
den for revival. They were set to music and sung by “ nearly one hun- 
dred men, Spirit filled, and with a touch of old-time Methodism, to the 
tune, ‘ Let us gather up the Sunbeams.’” 
** glorious.’’] 


‘The effect was described as 


E ARE meeting in the morning 
With our friends across the sea, 
For our gracious God has called us 
His remembrancers to be. 
He has bid us keep not silence, 
Praying always night and day, 
Till a world-wide real revival 
Is already on the way. 


We are meeting in the morning 
In the all prevailing Name 
Of the One who died to save us, 
And His promises we claim ; 
He is faithful; let us trust Him 
As we plead his risen power, 
Giving thanks for drops of blessing, 
Heralds of the coming shower. 


Will you join-us in the morning, 
All who love our Coming King, 
Praying in the Holy Spirit 
‘While the hours are-on the wing? 
Some giad day; in stillness waiting, 
He will comé—then:in the ait 
We shall meet and in His presence 
Find the answer to our prayer! 
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Christ of his glory as God and Lord. He manifests 
himself through a Kiving Church. (2) The awful 
spiritual need of lost millions demands that we pra 
for the revival of the church. (3) True revival will 
prepare God’s own for the terrible days ahead and 
for meeting the returning Lord.” 


Keith L. Brooks, Managing Editor of the King’s 
Business, Los Angeles: “The following are my 
two reasons why we should pray for revival in the 
Body of Christ: (1) The completion of the Body 
and the coming of our Lord depend upon the activ- 
ity of the members of the B as instruments in 
winning others. Souls are not being saved because 
believers are not conformed to the image of Christ, 
Christ prayed that his own might be ‘perfected in 
one’ that the world might know that he was the 
Redeemer (John 17:23). How can the world know 
what Christ is like until believers show what he can 
make them like? The reason so few from the world 
are joining the church is because so many from the 
church are joining the world, (2) Because the con- 
ditions described in Matthew 25:1-12 are upon us. 
Verse 5 warns us of the days when believers as well 
as professors will become drowsy. The almost uni- 
versal difftdence to the blessed hope is a clear indi- 
cation of the midnight hour and a warning that the 
Body of Christ should be in readiness for the mid- 
night cry.” 

Charles A. Blanchard, President of Wheaton Col- 
lege, Illinois: “God’s Word teaches that it is our duty 
to pray for revival. I think this should be the con- 
tinual attitude of the Christian Church. Our con- 
fessed Christians are occupied largely in their own 
affairs, and our young people are lovers of pleas- 
ures more than lovers of God. If there is any meas- 
ure of truth in this judgment, the barrenness of the 
church is fully explained.” 

J. Davis Adams, General Secretary of the Philadel- 
phia School of the Bible: “Three reasons: (1) The 
untouched fields. (2) The near coming of our 
Lord. (3) The absolute need of it. hree hin- 
drances to be prayed out of the way: (1) Love of 
this world’s goods. (2) Our occupation with the 
apostatizing movements, (3) Our divided testimony, 
due to our compromise with world movéments.” 


“If it .be true,” as one has said, and as is quoted 
in a letter sent out by the Prayer League, “that God’s 
omnipotence is placed at our disposal, we are as re- 
sponsible for its exercise through prayer as though 
we possessed it ourselves. Moreover, the reverse is 
true, that by unbelieving prayer, or by little prayer, 
we prevent God’s working, e could do no, mighty 
works there because’ — and right here lies the shame 
of an unrevived Church and an. unevangelized world 
because of our faltering, unbelieving prayers.” For 
the promise, which still holds good, “is unto you, 
and to your children, and to all that are afar off, 
even as many as the Lord our God shall call” (Acts 
2: 39). ‘ 








A Sign-Board by the Sea 
By Grace H. Hondelink 




















«6+. JONORABLE mother, where are we going? I 

am wearing my pretty kimono with butterfly 
sleeves, but this is not my grandfather’s house, Is it 
a festival, mother ?” 

Two market-women resting beside their heavy bas- 
kets looked curiously at the high-born woman with 
the set, white face, walking nervously toward the 
seashore, seeming not to hear the chatter of her lit- 
tle daughter. Little Hana San was quite used to her 
mother’s silences, however. Always, when her father had 
been most boisterous, and when the house had been 
at its gayest with wine parties and geisha and loud- 
voiced men, her mother had been most silent; and 
at night, whenever she was awakened by loud singing 
and laughter, she had seen her mother sitting beside 
her with that drawn, set face. 

Suddenly the mother stopped, looking fixedly at a 
sign-board set up just where the road to the beach 
crosses the railroad. Hana San could easily spell out 
the sign: “Wait a moment, would-be suicides! Please 
come and talk it over with Mrs. Nobu Jo at the 
Woman’s Welfare Association.” Little as she wag, 
Hana San knew. Seizing her mother’s hand, she 
tried to hurry her away from the sea and the rail- 
road. “Mother, mother!’ she cried. 

“Yes, my little flower,” answered her mother in 
a voice carefully free from emotion. “We will go 
to see Mrs. Jo.” 

Hana San’s mother is but one of many whom the 
five “Wait a Moment” sign-boards on the seashore 
between Suma and Shioya, Japan, have turned from 
suicide to the home of Mrs. Nobu Jo, in the few 
months since the boards were set up in June, 1910. 

Suicide is very common in Japan, and for ages 
song and story have praised the heroes brave enough 
to commit hara-kiri for real or fancied wrongs. Suma 
seashore has for some years been a favorite spot for 
intended suicides, especially for well-educated,‘ well- 
to-do women and girls, who drowned themselves in 


























Lesson for July 3.. Acts 21 : 39; 
22:3, 2%; 2 Timothy 3:14, 15; Deuteronomy 6 : 4-9 


the bay in summer, or threw themselves in front of 
the train in winter. 

Most interesting are the stories of the women and 
girls who have found a home with Mrs. Jo until they 
were restored to health and happiness, or until a 
home could be found for them. Hana San’s mother 
has told her that her father-was a government official, 
but she will probably never tell her of his prone 
life, or of the money that he obtained from his wife’s 
family at various times under false pretenses. Per- 
haps she will never know, either, that the heart- 
broken, discouraged wife was on her way to take not 
ony her own life, but that of her little daughter 
also. 

Matsu San’s story is different: “I got tired of liv- 
ing out in the country, so when I was sixteen I ran 
away to Kobe, looking for an easy life and happiness. 
I thought I had found them when 2rich man of 
fifty-four made me his concubine. My mother thought 
so, too, and she came to Kobe and made him pay her 
thirty-five dollars for me. But I soon found it meant 
hard work and sorrow for me. Finally, I could 
stand it no longer. I fasted for three days, then ran 
away, cut off my hair and made an offering of it at 
the shrine of the fox god, and came to Suma to 
kill myself. When I saw the sign I walked on to 
Mrs. Jo’s house. She sent for my mother, and now 
I am finding happiness in my old home in the coun- 


“My husband was a school-teacher,” said another. 
“I came of good family, and was graduated from the 
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Higher Girls’ School in our province. ... But all my 
woman’s wit and education could not keep my hus- 
band from dri ing heavily, and he treated me 60 
cruelly that finally I came to Suma to end it all, The 
sign-board stopped me, and I came to live with Mrs. 
Jo for a little while. I am twenty-three, but that is 
not too old to make a fresh beginning.” ‘ 

Other reasons given for attempted suicide are de- 
spair and moral shipwreck through the immorality, 
laziness, or intemperance of parents; discord with 
mother-in-law or husband; divorce after a marriage 
arranged by parents, or separation from a beloved 
child; poverty, and ill health. 

Mrs. Nobu Jo, president of the Association and 
head of the Home, is trusted and respected by every 
one. Hardly a day passes that the police do not 
bring some unfortunate girl or woman to the Home. 
Over five hundred despairing women have written 
Mrs. Jo that they have been kept from suicide by 
reading of her work. She carries on a correspond- 
ence averaging one hundred letters a month. 

So great has been the success of this Christian ef- 
fort that Buddhist priests in Kamakura and Enoshima 
are now copying this work, and have put up large 
“Stop a Moment” signs in places where suicides have 
been frequent. These direct people in trouble to a 
Home established there by the priests. Here most 
of the would-be suicides have been men in financial 
difficulty. But Buddha and his priests cannot lead 
a single soul out of death into life eternal. 

RocHeEstTer, N. Y. 





“Saul, Who is Also Called Paul” 


An outline study 





By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





A key is often a Godsend. Christian and Faithful found it so in the dungeon of Giant Despair’s castle. There 


is a key-word to every book in the Bible. 


There is a key-word to the whole New Testament. Evety teacher will 


need it during the next six months’ series of Sunday-school lessons. ‘Dr. Thomas here gives the key to Paul, arid 
Paul gives the key to the New Testament. It is the phrase ‘‘In Christ,’’ which, with its variations, occurs at 


least a hundred and thirty times in the Acts and Epistles. 


Will you use it, not only for teachirig, but for living ? 


This article and the one published last week, ‘‘How to Master the Book of Acts,’’ by Dr. Thomas, may be had in 
pamphlet form from The Sunday School. Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street,. Philadelphia, at 40 cents a 
dozen, $3 a hundred, or four cents each. 


MONG the leaders in the early Church Paul is 
unique. By race a Jew, by culture a Greek, by 
citizenship a Roman, and subsequently by. grace 
a Christian, he combines elements which, in their 
completeness, are lacking in the other apostles. His 
importance in the Church is so great that it willbe 
useful in view of the lessons of the next half year 
to have before us in summary form the main features 


of his life and work, from which we can* proceed to - 


more detailed study. 


I. His History 

1. His antecedents: Philippians 3: 4-6; Acts 21: 
30; 22:3, 4, 28; 23:16; 7:58; 8:3; 26:4-10; 2 Tim. 
3333 3: 34. 

2. His conversion: Acts 9: 1-18; 22: 4-16; 526: 9-18. 

3. His early discipleship: Acts 9: 19-30; Galatians 
1: 15-18, 

4. His work at Antioch: Acts 11: 19-30; 13: I-3. 
Ps His first missionary journey: Acts 13:1 to 14: 
28. 


6. His second missionary journey: Acts 15:1 to 
18 : 22. 

7. His third missionary journey: Acts 18:23 to 
31: 19. 

8. His experiences at Jerusalem: Acts 21:18 to 
23: 30. 

9. His imprisonment at Caesarea: Acts 23:31 to 
26: 32. 

10. His journey to Rome: Acts 27:1 to 28: 16. 

11. His imprisonment at Rome: Acts 28: 17-31. 

12. His probable release, second imprisonment, and 
death: Philippians 1:24-26; Philemon, verse 22; 1 
Timothy; Titus; 2 Timothy. : 


Ii. His Preaching 
1. The Messages; note the audiences. 


(1) To the Jews: Acts 13: 16-41. Based on the 
Old Testament, God in his revelation to Israel. 

(2) To uneducated Gentiles: Acts 14: 15-17. 
Based on natural theology, God in nature. 

(3) To educated Gentiles: Acts 17: 22-31. Based 
on philosophy, God’s immanence (his presence 
in, and oneness with, the life of man) and 
God’s transcendence (his distinctness from and su- 
premacy over the life of man). 

2. The Methods; note the words used to describe 
the preaching. 

(1) Proclaiming: Acts 13:5, 49. 

(2) Reasoning: Acts 17:2, 3, 17. 

(3) Testifying: Acts 18: 5. 


(4) Teaching: ‘Acts 18:11." 
_ (5) Exhorting: Acts 13: 43. 
(6) ‘Wariting: Acts 18:6; 28: 28. 
Ill, His Epistles 
, The best division is that of Lightfoot,. who dis- 
tinguishes them substantially as follows: 

1. The Epistles of the Coming of* Christ: First 
and Second Thessalonians. 

2. The Epistles of the Cross of Christ: First and 
Second Corinthians; Galatians; Romans. 

3. The Epistles of the Person of: Christ: Philip- 
pians; Ephesians; Colossians; Philemon. 

4. The Epistles of the Church of Christ: First 
Timothy; Titus; Second Timothy. 

These have also been described under the figure 
of a day in the Apostle’s life, as the Epistles of the 
morning, the noon, the afternoon, and the evening. 
IV. His Character 

Four elements blend in him and can be illustrated 
from his history. 

1. Intellectual force. 

2. Emotional fervor. 

3. Moral sincerity. , 

4. Spiritual power. 

When mind, heart, conscience, and will thus unite 
they give a man a strength, nobility, and reality of 
character which by the grace of God accomplishes 
great things for God. 

V: His Influence 

_1. In his own day; note the features as seen in the 
history. 

2. In subsequent ages; note the wonderful influence 
of his teaching and its power at particular periods; 


e. g., in the lives of Augustine, Luther, Calvin, and 
others. . 


VI. His Versatility 


Few men have combined so many different (and, 
usually, diverse) features. Each of these points (and 
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others as well) can be illustrated from the Acts and 
Epistles. 

1. The Missionary.° 

2. The Theologian. 

3. The Pastor. 

4. The Administrator, 

5. The Thinker. 

6. The Saint. 

7. The Man of practical affairs. 


VII. His Secret 

What is the explanation of this marvelous life? 

1. In general. His relation . Christ, Galatians 
2:20; Philippians 1:21; 3:10: From his conversion 
he was a mere “echo” of Jesus Christ. 

2. In particular. This relation expressed itself in 

(1) Conversion. 
(2) Communion. 
(3) Consecration. 


VIll. Books for Study 


The field is so vast that the difficulty is to know 
where to stop. 

1. His History: All the commentaries on Acts, 
especially Walker (Macmillan Co., New York, $2) ; 
Hackett (American Baptist Publication Society, Phil- 
adelphia, $2). 

2. His Epistles: Commentaries by Lightfoot, Arm- 
itage Robinson, Westcott, and the various books 
dealing with his life. 

3. His Life and Work: omen, “Epistles of Paul 
the Apostle” (American Baptist Publication Society, 
Philadelphia, 50 cts.) ; “Life,” by Stalker (Flemin 
H. Revell Co., New York, 90 cts.) ; “Life,” by Iverac 
(Revell, $1); “The Man Paul,” by Spcer (Revell, 
$1); “Paul, the All-Round Man,” Speer (Revell, 75 
cts); “St. Paul the Traveller and Roman Citizen,” 
by Ramsay (Geo. P. Putnam’s Sons, New York, $3.50) ; 
“The Teaching of Paul in Terms of the Present 
Day,” by Ramsay (Geo. H. Doran Co., New York, $3.50, 
net); “The Cities of St. Paul,” by Ramsay (Doran, 
$1.50, net); “Chart of Paul’s Journeyings.” Arnold 
(The Sunday School Times Co., 25 cts.) ; “Paul the 


* Dauntless,” by Basil Matthews (Revell, $2.50) ; “Epochs 


in the Life of St. Paul,” by A. T. Robertson (Charles 
Scribner’s Sons, New York, $1.50) ; “The Testimony 
of St. Paul to Christ,” by Knowling (Doran, $3, 
net); “Paul and the Revolt against’ Him,” by 
Wilkinson (American Baptist ublication © Soci- 
ety, $1); “The Life of St. Paul,” by A. G. 
Leacock (Association Press, New York, $1.15); 
“St. Paul and His Companions,” by MHarring- 
ton Lees; “Life and Epistles of St. Paul,’ 
by Conybeare and Howson (Longmans, Green and 
Co, Revell, Scribner’s, S. S. Scranton Co., at prices 
from $1 to $6). Three books by Howson are very 
rare and only obtainable second-hand, but are truly 
valuable: “The Companions of St. Paul,” “The Char- 
acter of St. Paul,” “The Metaphors of St. Paul.” 

4. His Message: “The Spiritual Development of 
St. Paul,” by Matheson; “Paul in Everyday Life,” by 
J. Douglas Adam (Association Press, New York, 
$1.15) ; “The Christian According to Paul,” by Faris 
(Association Press, $1.15). 

PHILADELPHIA. 








The Victorious Life 




















Under this heading in frequent issues of The Sunday 
School Times will be found announcements of forthcoming 
Victorious Life Conferences, news of Conferences already 
held, teaching, and incidents about, and testimonies from 
those who have accepted the free gift of Victory in Christ. 


Calendar of Conferences 


The Victorious Life Conferences are all interdenomina- 
tional. Programs are to be issued for the Keswick Grove, 
N. J., Stony Brook, and Middle West Conferences, an- 
nounced below, and may be had from the Victorious Life 
Testimony, 600 Perry Building, Philadelphia. There will be 
an enrolment fee for the Keswick Conference and the 
Middie West Conference, of $2, and for the Stony Brook 
and Ocean City Conferences of $3, which should be sent 
to B. F. Culp, Treasurer, 600 Perry Building, Philadelphia. 


Victorious Life Conference, Keswick Grove, 

Be Ty. 6h n:én sanded sek cadmas bake Soe aakURKes bana Seek June 18-21 
The Rev. H. B. Dinwiddie and the Rev. Duncan 
Thomas, speakers. 

Annual Summer Conference, Stony Brook, 

ee ee A ae Serre rer rere eee July 16 to 2 

- The Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D., Charles 
G. Trumbull, R. C. McQuilkin, the Rev. H. B. 
Dinwiddie, the Rev. Duncan Thomas, Mr. and 
Mrs. J. Harvey Borton, and missionary speakers. 

Middle West Conference, Linwood Park, 

SD TE: TPE sc ensasnancdcosesercctgecnsccarseke August 2-7 
Charles G. Trumbull, R. C. McQuilkin, the Rev. 
and Mrs. Harry Strachan, the Rev. L. L. Legters, 

Miss Louisa Vaughan, the Rev. H. L. Hellyer, 
speakers. 
Victorious Life Conference, Ocean City, 

Pa Ms. Sekknpetassancgevetesndesdnsceendnes Mescemse’ August 13-22 
The Rev. H. B. Dinwiddie, the Rev: Lf. Legters, aad 
the Rev. Duncan Thonias{:' aid “missionaty’ -‘' 
speakers. ’ "4 é 
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JUNE 18, 1921 


LESSON 1. JULY 3. THE EARLY LIFE OF SAUL 


Acts 21 : 39; 22: 3, 28; 2 Timothy 3 : 14, 15; Deuteronomy 6 : 4-9 
Golden Text.—Today if ye shall hear his voice, harden not your hearts.— Hebrews 3 : 7, 8 


The Lesson Pilot 
By Howard A. Banks 


Getting Started in Class 
T seat? one can count the American cities “with a 





soul” on the fingers on one hand, was the state- 
ment of a college professor some pone ago. 
What he meant by cities having a soul was that 
they possessed a distinctive individuality which 
sharply differentiated them from the great mass of 
cities absorbed in commercialism. ne, the cities 
he mentioned were Boston, where yet lingers, so 
this writer believes, the spirit of the old New Eng- 
d Puritanism; New Orleans, with the spirit of 
the Creole; Richmond, still fragrant with the chiv- 
alry of the old South, and San Francisco, a city where 
the genius of both Orient and Occident meet _and 
mingle. That writer surely is too exclusive. Each 
of us is proud of certain things about “our town,” 
just as Mr. Ridgway (1) is about smoky Coates- 
ville, and just as Paul was when he bragged about 
Tarsus, and declared that it was “no mean city” 
(Dr. Thomas, I, 1). 


Our Background Material 

In his first point Tarsus is described by Dr. Smellie, 
It was built on both banks of the river Cydnus, 
which had its source in the Taurus mountains, whose 
eaks overshadowed the city. The river was nav- 
igable up to the city, just beyond which there was 
a cataract, and it was not only a port but the center 
of a large transport trade, which entered the city 
through the Cilician Gates, a famous pass. It was 
the weaving of the long hair of the goats raised 
in these mountains into coarse cloth and tent mate- 
rial that furnished Paul with the trade which al- 
ways made it possible for him to be independent. 
God’s hand was in Paul’s rearing in a city,.for he 
was a man of the cities, and loved to preach the 
Gospel to city crowds rs. Askew, 5). | F 

It is not certain that Paul attended the university 
of Tarsus, for his Greek is not that of the, uni- 
versity but of the Septuagint, the Version of the 
Scriptures which his father probably used in teach- 
ing him sene Mrs. Askew, 4). Paul quoted now 
and then from the Greek poets, but these quotations 
were such as any cultured man might have acquired 
from general reading. But who has ever lived in 
a college town without being influenced by its at- 
mosphere? It no doubt whetted Paul’s zeal for 
a different kind’ of knowledge, the law and history 
of Israel, and for which he repaired in due time to 
pad eyo where he sat at the feet of Gamaliel. 

nder this great rabbi (see Dr. Smellie’s third point), 
Paul studied the Old Testament Scriptures, and the 
rabbinical interpretations. 


The Lesson Itself ; 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face pgeres at the end 

of certain patagrenne in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

For the next six months the lessons will be taken 
from the life and letters of Paul. The Scriptures of 
outstanding importance for the believer in this age 
of grace are the New Testament Epistles. An un- 
usually fine opportunity is here presented for the 
Christian, ambitious to know God’s Word, to study 
the Pauline Epistles. However much he may have 
read them in the past, he will get a new impulse by 
this fresh study, and especially from inparting to 
others what he acquires. Conybeare and Howson’s 
“Life and Epistles of St. Paul” (Fleming H. Revell 
Co., New York, $3.50) and Stalker’s. “Life of St. 
Paul” (Revell, 90 cts.) will be found helpful in 
this course. Another very helpful book for teachers’ 
supplementary study is Leacock’s “Studies in the 
Life of St. Paul,” with chronological outline, maps, 
brief daily lessons, and questions and suggestions 
for study. It plans daily work for twenty-four 
weeks. (It may be ordered from The Sunday School 
Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, ai 
$1.15.) A larger list of books is given by Dr. Thomas. 

The exceptional opportunity this course of les- 
sons offers is fairly appraised in the introduction to 
the Family Worship Department. Dr. Griffith Thomas’ 
outline study, “Saul, Who is also Called Paul,” on 
page 320, is invaluable. 

In giving the teaching principle for this lesson 
the emphasis of two old Jewish educational principles, 
emery the Scriptures and learning a trade, is 
impressively commented upon by Dr. Ellis. The two 
together can hardly fail to make any life success- 
ful, and they may: make it notably great. Jewish 
parents began: early!!with their children, and Paul 
reminded: ‘Timothy that:his instruction had begun 
as “a babe.” Have you begun yet with your 





‘ Peleeos Marsal 2 Puscete 2: oo j 
: Deut. 4:9, 10; 6: 20-25; Josh. 4: 20-24. 
i Topic : When Saul Was « ° : 

Lesson Material : Acts 22; 3; Deut. 6: 4-9. 

Memory Verse; Thy word havel laid upin my heart.— 
P Bay : aE. _— 

J Memory Verves ‘+ Per. 214, 15. 

Poni or Yours People and Ado Soule Early Training and 
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. 40r, military tribune Gr. chiliarch *Gr. What per- 
sons *Or, Jehovah our God, Jehovah is one Or, Jehovah 
is our God, Jehovah is one Or. Jehovah is our God, 
Jehovah alone 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sofis 
children? (Dr. Thomas, I, 1, 3 and III, 5; Mr. Ridg- 


wel, 2.) . 
hat a Jewish child was taught about life’s prin- 
ciples is also given by Dr.-Thomas (I, 4). : 
Roman citizenship was acquired either’ by’ pur- 
chase, or by military services, or ‘official favor, and 
it was inherited by the descendants of the original 
ssessor. Paul prized his Roman citizenship ‘and 
invoked it upon.three occasions (Acts 16: 37,; 22:20; 
25:11). How Paul probably secured his citizenship 
is commented upon by Dr. Thomas (I, 2 and III, 6). 
A leading question and statement are suggested by 
Mrs, Askew (1) for quickening the interest of her 
class of girls, and it is applicable to any class of 
Intermediates or Juniors. 
Two other suggestions by this lesson writer are 
valuable (Mrs. Askew, 2, 3). They are that the 
teacher assimilate a good biography of Paul, and 
that the pupils use a map in studying this lesson and 
the others in the course. Paul had a nervous desire 
to get about—he was a born traveler. It has 
been suggested by one biographer of Paul that this 
element of “vagabondism” in his make-up “helped 
him.to make the best missionary the world ever had. 
The same thing made Livingstone the greatest mis- 
sionary explorer. It is impussible to teach Paul 
—~ without a good map. The 1921 list of the 
nternational Uniform Lessons will give a compre- 
hensive view of the next half year’s studies (to be 
had from The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 
Wainut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cts. each, or $1 
a dozen). 


The Truth that Is Golden 


The Scriptures, rightly understood and applied, 
were the motive power which made Paul’s life the 
most remarkable and useful, perhaps, ever lived on 
earth, outside of our Lord’s. What the Scriptures 
are, what they do, and what they require is given 
in an intensive study in The Heart of the Lesson by 





The Times’ Prize Contest 


Does your Sunday-school go to church ? 

This was a question asked in the Notes on Open 
Letters department of The Sunday School Times of 
March 26 last, accompanied by the offer of a prize in 
gold of $25 for the best answer and of $15 in gold for 
the second best answer. 

The names of the prize winners will be announced in 
next week's issue. 


















Dr. Thomas. If parents are not instilling them into 
the minds of their children, they are en of a 
serious if not fatal neglect. Paul memorized great 
portions of the Scriptures, if not the whole of on 
in his home and in the rabbinical school, and although 
he did not interpret them aright in his early years, 
when he did eventually hear God’s voice (see the 
Golden Text), and “hardened not his heart” but 
obeyed, God enabled him to use those Scriptures, 
and others especially revealed to Paul himself (Mr. 
Howard), in such a way as to turn world up- 
side down, for it has been a different world ever 
since Paul understood and taught what God meant 
d. 


salvation to do for the worl 


Teaching Points 

_Paul’s wonderful courtesy, and his effort to make 
himself all things to all men are evidenced in his 
compliment to that sullen mob, bent on taking his 
life, when he said seemingly about the only kind 
thing he could say to it in his admission that they 
were “zealous for God” (Acts 22:3). 

Paul had been zealous for God in the wrong way. 
even as that Jewish mob was, but that very zeal of 
Saul, and the zeal of some of the heathen now should 
shame us who are Christians, but who are careless 
or negligent (Miss Homer-Dixon). 

In norensiag the truth of the Golden Text upon 
the class, it will be well to illustrate with the stories 
of “The Diver’s Decision” and of the gold-lovin 
mate on the sinking ship told in the Illustration Roun 
Table (1, 2). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 


Did Paul ever see Jesus? . 


Where was Paul during the three years of our 
Lord’s ministry? 


What did Gamaliel’s teaching mean for Paul? 
(Mrs. Askew, 6.) 


" in what characteristics did Paul differ from Gama- 
ie 


What do we know of Paul’s kinsfolk? (Dr. 
Thomas, III, 6.) 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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This: Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINcIPLE or Comparison.—Train pupils 
to make comparisons and to detect significant 
likenesses and differences. 











N THE education of the ordinary Jewish boy two 

things were prominent—the Scriptures and a 
trade. The trade suggests our modern emphasis 
upon education for vocation, but we are not yet at 
the point requiring every boy, rich or poor, to have 
a trade. We are just now in the midst of an agitation 
for some plan by which religious training can be made 
an integral part of the child’s education. Was the 
old Jewish program ahead of ours? This Jewish 
education stressed the memorizing of Scripture. Have 
we gained or lost in lessening this feature of our 
Sunday-school training? Are there any evidences of 
a return to Scripture memorizing? The primary 
obligation for the religious training of the Hebrew 
child rested upon the parents, especially the father. 
Has the development of other agencies, such as the 
Sunday-school, lifted this obligation from the home? 
What evidences are there that such agencies at pres- 
ent are not an adequate substitute? Is it wise to 
ignore this old-time agency of religious training in 
our enlarged. plans for developing the religious life 
of the child? 

If we think of Saul as a young man being trained 
for special religious leadership among his people, 
how does his training compare with that of the stu- 
dent to-day preparing for the ministry? Is it pos- 
sible that the modern student, like the ancient one, 
is imbibing not only the law of his God but also 
the traditions with which men have encumbered it? 
Does this suggest a possible reason for the uncer- 
tain note that trembles out from so many trumpeters 
of the “good news”? Should prospective ministers 
be taught a trade? 

Those who wish a more exhaustive comparison may 
find it profitable to compare this ancient religious 
education with our modern Christian education as to 
Aim, Agent, Method, Content, and Result, 


Huntinopon, Pa. 











Lesson for July 3. Acts 21 : 30; 
1S; 


22:3, #@; 2 Timothy 3: 14, Deuteronomy 6 : 4¢-§ 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





NALITY is the greatest power on earth, 
and Paul’s personality is the greatest in Chris- 
tianity. Of all the apostles he is the one most re- 

sponsible for the development of Christianity as a 
world-religion. For six months we are to study 

main features of his life.and work to see (1)* what 
he had been, (2) what he became, (3) what he did. 


1. The Lesson’s Main Message 

Life’s Preparation (Acts 21: 99). Two important 
features are mentioned here. (1) Race: “a Jew”; 
(2) place: “of Tarsus ... . no mean city.” Much 
epends in our life on these two elements, whence 
we came, and where we were born and grew up. (1) 

Life’s Provision (Acts 22:3, 28). Two more vital 
elements of life: (1) Education (v. 3). His teacher 
was an important Jewish leader (5:34), and his 
training was thorough. (2) Citizenship (v. . 
Somehow his father had obtained Roman citizenship 
eat thing for 


with all its rights and privileges, a gr 2 
ings did much 


a Jewish boy to inherit. These two 
for Saul. (2) 

Life’s Power (2 Tim. 3:14, 15). Scripture was 
prominent in his life from the earliest days. Notice 
(1) the inspiration (v. 14) which came from the 
lives of those who taught im. This gave force to 
what they said and helped him to believe the truth. 
(2) The instruction which he received. He was 
taught the Bible as God’s inspired and authoritative 
message. He had this “from a babe.” We cannot 
begin too soon to teach children the Bible. (3) 


Life’s Principles (Deut. 6: 4-9). These are what 
a Jewish child was taught as the main things. (1) The 
supreme fact — God, verse 4; (2) the supreme force 
— Love, verse 5; (3) the supreme factor — Religion, 
verses ree circles: Personal, verse 6; fam- 
ily, verse 7; social, verses 8, 9. (4) 

Devotional Reading: Proverbs 2:1-10. (1) The 
Requirement (vs. 1-4): Resoluteness of effort. (2) 
The Result (vs. 5-10): Richness of experience. 

Books.--©n Acts, Commentaries by Walker 
(Macmillan Co., New York, $2); Erdman (Presby- 
terian Board of . Publication, Philadelphia, $1) ; 
Hackett (American Baptist Publication eae Phil- 
adelphia, $2). Outline Studies, by Griffith Thomas 

Bible Institute Colportage Association, 826 N. La 

lle Street, Chicago, 50 cts.). “The Life of St. 
Paul,” by Leacock (Association Press, New York, 
$15). “The Church We Forget,” by P. W. 

ilson (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, $2). 
Atlas of Acts and Epistles, by ceaghs (Revell, 
3 cts.). Davis Bible Dictiona (Westminster 

ress, 9 $4). Articles: Tarsus and Gam- 
aliel. On Paul:.“Epochs in the Life of Paul,” by 
Robertson (Charles -Scribner’s Sons, New York, 
$1.50 ; Life of St. Paul, by Stalker (Revell, 90 cts.) ; 
and by Iverach, “Men of the Bible” Series (Revell, 
$1); “The Apostle Paul,” by Dr. Alexander Whyte 
ad out of print); “Paul,” by Dr. F. B, Meyer 

Revell, $1) ; “Paul the Dauntless,” by Basil Mat- 
thews (Revell, $2.50). 

(The prices of books, owing to unusual publish- 
ing conditions, are necessarily subject to change 
without notice.) 


ll. Reference Material 

Deuteronomy 4:9, 10; 6:20-25; Joshua 4:20-24. 

1. Deuteronomy 4:9, 10. ‘The child’s future as- 
sured. (1) The voice of warning, verse 9; (2) the 
fear of loss, verse 9; (3) the er of instruc- 
tion, verses 9, 10; (4) the secret of safety, verse 10. 

2. Deuteronomy 6: 20-25. The child’s inquiry an- 
swered: (1) As to the past, “were” (vs, 21, 22): 
Confession, verse 21; and acknowledgn.:nt, verse 
22. (2) As to the present, “this day” (vs. 23, 24): 
Declaration, verse 23; assurance, verse 23; and warn- 
ing, verse 24. (3) As to the future, “shall be” (v. 
25): Encouragement. 

3. Joshua 4:20-24. The child’s memory trained: 
(1) The monument, verse 20; (2) the meaning, 
verses 21-23; (3) the message, verse 24. 


Ill. The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate and Senior Topic: Jewish Boy Life. 
Three things were noteworthy, and they are still the 
secret of true boy life: (1) Knowledge of the Bible 
from earliest years (2 Tim, 3:14). (2) Thorough 
obedience to law as the will of God. (3) The pos- 
session of a trade, with its value for livelihood and 
for character. N. B—The Jewish boy would also 
be taught the special position of the Jews as God’s 
chosen people, and though this often produced pride, 
it should have wrought humility and thankfulness. 
So with our Christianity to-day in contrast with the 
boys of Africa, India, and China. (5) 

2. Topic for Young People and Adults: Saul’s Early 
Training and Education. Three elements combined 
to prepare him for what he became: (1) By birth 
he was a Jew. This would mean one of the chosen 
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race and possessing all their special privileges. His 
father is unknown, though he was a Roman citizen 
and a ently able to give his son a good educa- 
tion. Saul was of Bar Ata (Phil. 3:5, 6). He 
had a sister and a nephew (Acts 23:16). His teacher 
was Gamaliel. His trade was a tentmaker. He was 
probably born about seven years after Christ’s birth. 

2) By education he was a Greek or had Greek in- 

uences. This would include the Greek language, 
culture, and love of beauty. (3) By citizenship he 
was a Roman, with its privileges of freedom, ideas 
of imperialism, and opportunity of travel. With 
these three he was blameless, and fervid in his de- 
votion to the Jewish religion and traditions. (6) 
IV. The Heart of the Lesson 

The supreme secret of all true life for the young 
is a knowledge and experience of Scripture. As the 
Golden Text says, we must “hear his voice.” We 
see this from 2 Timothy 3: 14-17, every part of which 
calls for careful study. 

1. What the Scriptures are. (1) Divinely inspired, 
verse 16; (2) divinely powerful, verse 15; (3) di- 
vinely useful, verse 16. 

2. What the Scriptures do. {x} They save, verse 
15 ; (2) they guide, verse 16; (3) they equip, verse 
Iv). 


3. What the Scriptures require. (1) Knowledge, 
verses 14, 15; (2) trust, verse 15; (3) continuance, 
verse 14, 

V. Leading Questions 

How did the natural elements in Saul’s life bear 

on his Christian career? 


Show how the usual six factors of every life 
had influence in Saul’s case: race, family, place, time, 
education, opportunity. 


What is the place and power of Scripture in édu- 
cation? 


Show how Genesis 1:1 applies to this lesson: “In 
the beginning God.” 

Illustrate from Scripture the power of memory in 
a child’s life. 


Give the chief features in a Jewish boy’s training. 
PHILADELPHIA. - 


God Has His Plan for Every Man 


By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 
CPs Ash He had his plan for the man 


Paul. As He girded Cyrus, though the Persian: 


. prince had not previously known him, so: he 
girded and prepared. the apostle of the Gentile world, 
ong before the apostle dreamed that a. divine pur- 
pose was shapin 


a chosen vessel. 


One sees the hand of God in the selection of Paul’s 
native place. 

He was, he said himself, a citizen of no mean city. 
He belonged to Tarsus, the capital of the Asiatic 
province of Cilicia. It was a busy center of com- 
merce. Sailors from different lands thronged the 
docks by the riverside. Merchants bought and ‘sold 
in the crowded markets. On the mountains which 
rose behind the town the great forest-trees ‘ were 
cut down for timber; and, in the same mountains, 
thousands of goats were found, whose hair was man- 
ufactured into a coarse kind of canvas cloth. The 
city was as famous for its learning as for its trade. 
It was the seat of a university, to’ which students 
gathered from near and far. They discussed the 
philosophy of Aristotle and Plato; they read the 
poems of Homer and the dramas of Sophocles; they 
sought the chief good, now as Epicureans, and now 
as devotees of the sterner Stoic creed. 

In this vigorous and vivacious environment the 
boy grew up. He was the son of a father who, in 
one way or another, had acquired the privilege of 
Roman citizenship; he was freeborn; and frequently, 
in the trials of subsequent years, the privilege was 
turned by him to advantageous account. He saw and 
heard the traders chaffering over their bargains. He 
gained some real skill of his own in tent-making, so 
that afterwards he could work with his hands profit- 
ably and remuneratively. If he was never enrolled 
in the university, he mingled with its members and 
picked up their thoughts and phrases. He was a 
true child of the city. And this was God’s doing. 
For, by and by, he was to be a missionary to cities, 
and always he loved the haunts of men. Uncon- 
sciously, he was being fitted from the first for his 
life-work. 


But inside the wider circle of the town is the 
smaller circle of the home; and God in His wis- 
dom chose the right home for Paul. 

He was, he declared in one of his bits of auto- 
biography, a Jew of Tarsus. His family was a fam- 
ily of exiles, living in the midst of strangers. But 
the holy fire of patriotism and religion burned 
strongly within them. They never conformed to the 
heathenism around them; indeed, they hated both its 
beliefs and its practises with a perfect hatred. “In 
my heart,” a modern traveler says, “was a little com- 





was . his. histery. From his. boyhood, 
and his birth, and while he was still unborn, he was 
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ss-box where an arrow always Painted steadily to 


erusalem”; and Paul’s kith and kin carried that 
ittle compass-box in their hearts. They brought the 
boy up in the straitest sect of Pharisaism, as a He- 
brew of the Hebrews. They urged and encouraged 
him to prize Jerusalem above his chiefest joy. 

_ This, too, was "s preparation. Paul in later 
life was to be the ardent preacher of liberty from 
Jewish ordinances and fetters; but his words would 
never have carried the weight they did, if he had 
not himself been acquainted with Judaism through 
and through. Then, also, the memory of his home, 
a home of principle and piety even if its judgments 
were sometimes stern and unbending, kept warm and 
passionate within him his love for the Jews, so that 
he could even have wished himself anathema from 
Christ for the sake of his brethren nosaating to the 
flesh. And how you and I, in our turn, should thank 
God for the bracing and inspiriting influence of a 
religious home! 


Early in his teens, the boy left Tarsus to prose- 
cute his education in Jerusalem itself. And _ still 
God was thinking of him. 

He was brought up at the feet of Gamaliel, and 
taught according to the terfect manner of the law 
of the fathers. He had a notable instructor in the 

oly City, a great Rabbi, a man of rich erudition and 
of liberal mind. Paul never forgot his early teacher ; 
I think that often, in his own Christian days, he must 
have longed that Gamaliel had avowed Jesus for the 
Christ — must have desired, as John Cairns wrote to 
his college professor, Sir William Hamilton, “that 
his honored master were one with him in the exer- 
cise of the convictions and the enjoyment of the 
comforts of living Christianity.” But Gamaliel made 
his pupil conversant with the letter of the Old Testa- 
ment and with the comments of Jewish scribes and 
sages on the Holy Book. And this was a very noble 
discipline and training. 

Again God was behind it. For, when Paul became 
the ambassador of Christ, he loved to find premoni- 
tions and forecasts of his Lord in law and psalm 
and prophecy. He remembered Gamaliel’s lessons, 
but he gave them a yet —_ meaning than Gamaliel 
had * discerned. Sore, there is no better education 
than that which familiarizes us with the Scriptures 
~«those heavenly oracles which, as Paul told Tim- 
othy, are able to make us wise unto salvation, 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus. Let us, in 
Henry Vaughan’s quaint phrase, “suck every letter 
and a honey gain.” 

Yet, though Paul had this supremest text-book, ‘he 
had not yet discovered the spirit and the life which 
are enshrined in it. That eg nag oy 2 and savin 
discovery was to come later. But, little by little, Go 
had made him ready for it, as He makes us ready. 
And then, when we look back, we can say, “I was 
steered by Thee, though very secretly.” 


CARLUKE, SCOTLAND. 
we 


The One-Minute Mission Talk 


By Homera Homer-Dixon 


UL the Jew and Sundar Singh the Hindu bring 
us‘ the same message,—that their people have a 
zeal for God, but a zeal without knowledge (Acts 22: 
3; Rom. 10:2). India is intensely religious, with 
more gods than people, a d millions there have given 
up everything in their religious fervor, devotin 
their lives to fanatical suffering, that they may fin 
the true God, and yet know nothing of him, because 
we who know him are so unconcerned! The men 
of America spend eighty dollars for cigarettes for 
every one dollar that the whole church gives to 
missions. Where is our zeal toward God? Saul 
and the heathen shame us. 

Let us cry to God for such an awakening in the 
Church that the Sauls of India, China, and Africa 
may be transformed by the Gospel into flaming apos- 
tles of Christ. 

NIAGARA FA ts, CAN. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Old Home Town.—/ am a Jew, of Tarsus 

. @ citizen of no mean city (Acts 21:39). And 
right away we form a good opinion of this man Saul 
from Tarsus, whoever he may be. He is proud of 
his blood and “stuck” on his town. I have just been 
looking Tarsus up in the encyclopedia. About a hun- 
dred thousand population. Pick out your American 
town to match. Had a good college there. So has 
many a hundred-thousand town in America, but you 
can’t mention the towns to save your life. Tarsus 
can’t hold a candle to Ephesus, Athens, Rome, Jeru- 
salem.' The only reason its name has not been forgot- 
ten is this fellow Saul. But just see the Apostle Paul 
swell over Tarsus. When you hear a man knocking 
his town you can easily read your man, The meanest 
men of a town are usually the poor town’s ;knockers. 
Coatesville is not a beautiful town.: «It, is: smoky, 
grimy, dirty, It is parkless, fountainless,:.:art-. 
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less. Everything you touch is covered 
with fine black carbon from the chim- 
neys of the mills. Diamond dust to be 
sure. Our lace curtains are “a sight to 
behold” after one winter. Lots of times 
the blue sky is shut out by a pall of smoke 
and the folks on the hill only know we 
are there by the noise we make. But we 
all love and boast of the dear old dusty 
town. Look at our Y. M. C. A., with its 
twenty-three hundred members in a pop- 
ulation of fifteen thousand—many for- 
eigners and Negroes. Look at our Sun- 
day afternoon meetings, with usually a 
thousand men in attendance year after 
so Our big men’s Bible classes, the 
ron Rose, 230, and the Methodist, 460. 
Our beautiful and accomplished women. 
Our strong Christian men in office and 
mill. Classic West Chester and golden 
Bryn Mawr are not one, two, three with 
the ugly steel town on the Brandywine. 
Well, Paul felt just that way about Tar- 
sus (Psa. 102:14; Isa. 66:10). (1) 
Citizenship.—And Paul said, But I 
was free born (22:28, A. V.). Oho! 
Can’t you just see him straightening up 
and throwing out his chest? Because 
you are a Christian does not mean that 
any old thing in uniform that happens 
to come along can put something over 
on you. Paul was a red-blooded man, 
and in all the years I have been teaching 
men’s Bible classes I find he attracts 
red-blooded men. The fellow who gets 
the idea that to be religious is to be 
soft and wishy-washy and effeminate 
should be given a course in “The Life 
of St. Paul.” He will have a revelation. 
It was a big thing in Paul’s day to be 
a Roman, as it is in this day to be an 
American and Englishman. It doesn’t 
cost anything to speak of to be an Amer- 
ican. All you have to do is to move 
in and take out your papers—and be 
decent before you sail. Paul did not 
have to buy high-priced Roman naturai- 
ization papers. He belonged. It is a 
reat thing to be one of a great nation. 
| en years ago the Spaniards in Cuba 
were going to shoot to death an Ameri- 
can‘citizen. He was backed up against the 
wall to face a firing squad. The Ameri- 
can consul covered himi with the Stars and 
Stripes and cried, “Shoot if you dare!” 
They didn’t shoot. These same Span- 
iards afterwards sunk the Maine, and 
Cuba is free and Porto Rico and the Phil- 
ippines. are in thé family. We are free 
citizens of another Commonwealth, and 
the humblest Christian is just as sacred 
to heaven as the humblest citizen is to 
Uncke Sam. Paul the free citizen — 
“Why, in that elder day, to be a Ro- 
man was greater than a King,” as we 
used to orate on Fridays, and to be a 





| born again in Christ? 
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culture of Jesus of Nazareth and Paul 
of Tarsus, that collection was enough. 
Yea, and in this very day if any man 
will secure a Scofield Reference Bible 
and, beginning at Genesis, read it, with 
the notes and references, in due time he 
will have more and better brain-power 
than nine-tenths of the sheepskin win- 
ners of Old Siwash (Deut. 4:6; Psa. 
19: 7, 8). (2) 
COATESVILLE, Pa. 


we 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. if coming later 
they mar not be considered at all. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for ten cents in stamps. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 

Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better ch oO! pt than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 

Short illustrations, of from 75 to 150 words 
are greatly preferred. They will be accepted 
ahead of longer ones eq ly good. 


Better than All These.—/ am a Ro- 
man born (Acts 22:28). Baron von 
Webz, who renounced his title and es- 
tates and went as a missionary to Dutch 
Guiana, where he filled a lonely grave, 
said as he gave up his title: “What to 
me is the title ‘well-born’ when I am 
What to me is 
the title ‘lord’ when I desire to be a ser- 
vant of Christ? What is it to me to be 





| called ‘Your Grace’ when I have need 


Christian is to be the son of a King 


(Matt. 10: 29-31; 1 John 3:1, 2). 

The Good School.—From a babe thou 
hast known the sacred writings . . . to 
make thee wise (2 Tim. 3:15). Our les- 
son selectors seem to be under the im- 
pression that Paul must have been 
brought up 
They are just guessing, of course. But 
you see it is the only way they can 
account for Paul’s wonderful genius. 
A distinguished statesman, not noted for 
religion, one day brought his boy to one 
of Washington’s Presbyterian Sunday- 
school superintendents. “I bring him 
here,” said the great man, “because I 
want him to know your catechism. I 
note that the ablest men I meet are 
those who have been brought up on the 
catechism and the Bible.” Suppose Sen- 
ator Blank had come to your Sunday- 
school, could you have accepted the boy? 
The wisdom of the centuries is on the 
bookshelves. Go read a little and note 
how far you go in the path of wisdom 
before you find yourself surrounded by 
the Holy Scriptures. The poet cannot 
long sing, nur the philosopher long think, 
nor the scientist long investigate, nor the 
mathematician long figure, before he is 
immersed in the atmosphere of the old 
Book. When our astronomer, for ex- 
ample, works out the orbit of a planet 
he hears the psalmist sing, “The heavens 
declare the glory of God; and the firma- 
ment showeth his handiwork.” When 
our scientist starts out on his quest for 
facts, he will not get anywhere unless 
he is in: step with the first chapter of 
Genesis... , Pretty much all the library 
Jewish tcholamhio had were the Scrip- 
tures, and if you,are to judge from the 


something like Timothy. | 





of God’s grace, help, and succor? All 
these vanities I will away with, and all 
else I will lay at the feet of Jesus, my 
dearest Lord, that I may have no hin- 
drance in serving him aright.”—Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. 


The Transformation.—/f ye shall hear 
his voice (Golden Text). woman 
who had an office next to Mr. Roose- 
velt’s in the Metropolitan Magazine suite 
has written of the transformation in 
the countenance of Mr, Roosevelt’s vis- 
itors as they came out of his office after 
an interview with that man of wonderful 
personality. Their eyes glowed with new 


light and an exalted expression covered’ 


The 








their faces as if they had seen a vision. 
How much more will an interview with 
Jesus, the Supreme Personality, trans- 
form a silent, emotionless believer and 
send him out saying: 

“This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Saviour all the day long!” 
—From the Epworth Herald. Sent by 
W. J. Hart, D.D., Sandy Creek, N. Y. 


The Diver’s Decision.—T 0-day if ye 
shall hear voice, harden not your 
hearts (Golden Text). A professional 
diver has in his home two oyster shells 
with a piece of printed paper fastened 
between them. hile diving one day, he 
observed at the bottom of the sea an 
oyster on a rock with this paper in its 
mouth. He detached the oyster, and 
held the paper close to the goggles of 
his head-dress, and in reading it found 
it to be a little Gospel tract earnestly 
calling upon whosoever should read it 
to repent at once and give his heart to 
God. He said, “I cannot hold out any 
longer against God’s mercy since it pur- 
sues me thus.” And down there at the 
bottom of the sea, he repented and 


breathed out his heart to God in prayer. 
—From the “Fisherman an His 
Friends.” Sent by Mary E. Watson, 


Hartford, Conn. (1) 


Is It Worth While ?—T 0-day if ye shall 
hear his voice, harden not your hearts 
(Golden Text). Some time ago, a ship 
went down, having struck a hidden reef: 
Just before the last boat started, the 
captain and mate, having seen that all 
were safe, stood upon the gangway 
ready to leave the ship. She was fast 
sinking — no time to be lost. The mate 
said to the captain, “I have left my purse 
below; let me go and get it.” “Man,” 
replied the other, “you have no time for 
that; jump at once.” “Just a moment, 
captain —I can easily get it”; and away 
the mate rushed below. But in that mo- 
ment the ship went down. I heard the 
gurgling-flo.d! The captain has barely 
time to save himself, when, Swirling im 
the awful vortex, the vessel disappears! 
By and by the body of the mate was 
found, and in his -stiffened hand was 
tightly grasped the fatal purse. When 
the purse was opened, what do you think 
it contained? - Eighteen pence! And for 
that sum he risked and [dst his life— 
From D+. Thain Davidson. Sent by the 


Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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“Till heaven and earth pass, : 22° 
one sot or one tittle shall *: > 

. | dn no wise pass from the 
| Law, till all be fulfilled.’ x 
* And the scriptyre can- > . 
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Rev. W. Haslam, B.D., Oswaldtwistle, 
Lancashire, Eng. The prize for this 
week is awarded to this illustration, (2) 


The Riveted Nail.—To0-day if ye shall 
hear his voice, harden not your hearts 
(Golden Text). A laboring man, con- 
verted after a period of convic- 
tion, said to those around him, “Boys, 
what’s the biggest wonder you ever 
saw?” He repeated his question, and 
then said, “Oh, isn’t it to see an old grey- 
haired sinner like me saved at the elev- 
enth hour? Oh, you are Tees — 78 
are in the early hours of life’s day! 
Come, it’s far easier for you to get 
saved now than if you wait as I did. 
Oh, sin’s a nail the devil drives into 
the heart; and when it gets riveted it’s 
hard to pul) out.”—From “The Officer.” 
ee, by William Farrant, Gloversville, 


From the Platform © 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for thy word of life and truth. 
We praise thy name with glad hearts when 
we remember thy loving provision for our 
instruction and guidance in the written Word, 
and for our whole salvation in Him who is 
the living Word from endless ages through 
timeless eternity. May we not neglect the 
opportunities we have for the study of thy 
Word, for gathering the truth thou hast 
revealed to man. May we be faithful learners 
and eager and devoted doers of thy will. De- 
fend us, we pray, from a misled conscience, 
a wrong path of supposed duty, and open 
our eyes that we may see Him who is the 
Life and the Light in saving grace and 
power. In His dear name, Amen. 


After the Lesson.—One day Mr. 
Ralph Norton handed to an educated 
young Belgian of high position, a small 
Testament, beautifully bound, as a spe- 
cial gift. The young man took the lit- 
tle book with a courteous word of ‘ap- 
preciation, examined it, and then asked 
politely, “Did you write this, Monsieur 
Norton?” Mr. Norton instantly replied 
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with similar courtesy, “No, .monsieur, I 
did not write it. This is a copy of the 
New Testament, a part of the Bible.” 
The young man had not seen a ‘Testa- 
ment. It was all new to*him. You 
wonder at that, but though so many in 
our own land have seen and-own Testa- 
ments and Bibles, how many high.school 
or college boys and girls could have 
told that young Belgian just what he 
most needed to know about the heart 
of that little book? Saul. of Tarsus 
knew Old Testament Scriptures, and was 
used of the Holy Spirit in writing much 
of the New Testament. What he knew 
he knew. Do you really get what you 
are studying here? When you, too, 
are trying to lead others to Christ, 
here, or in Belgium, or a land half 
a world away, will you be clear -in 
your message because of what you 
are getting now? Yes, many of us 
will. Let’s not miss the opportunities 
we have now to learn this Word. of 
God with thoroughness and care. Let 
us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“More about Jesus.” 

“Open my eyes.” 

“My soul be on thy guard.” 

“Higher ground.” 

“Tell me the story of Jesus.” 

“Because he loved me so.” 

“Wonderful words of life.” 

“True-hearted, whole-hearted.” 

(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4," published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.) 

Psalm 119 : 9-16 (239 : 1-3). 
Psalm 34: 11-22 (79: 1-3). 
Psalm 78 : 1-7 (x62 : 1-3). 
Psalm 8:1-8 (14 : 1-3). 
Psalm 25 : 1-22 (53 : 1-5). 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTE.—A six months’ series of les- 
sons about one Bible character seems 


v long for young children, “The 
con of the child p Fre be the law 
of the teacher.” This is more im- 


t than to memorize many facts 
about Paul, with distinctions concern- 
ing his teachings in different cities. 

summer Quarter includes school 
vacation, when many children go away, 
i irregular attendance. Make 
the lessons as interesting as possible 
for the children who remain, and con- 
sider their needs, 


Lesson Teaching.— Childhood is the 
best time to store away God’s Word. 
| Before the Story. Many hundreds of 
years ago books were few, and only a 
few people could read. Fathers and 
mothers told stories to their children 
about things which they wanted them 
to remember. Many children learned 
them by heart. 

When God’s chosen people were led 
where they had been slaves, 
God said, Once every year you must 
keep the Passover and tell the children 
how them safely to their Prom- 
ised Land. On the way God gave them 
ten commandments, or laws, written 
on two tablets of stone, which meant, 
Love God and others. God said, The 
parents must teach these diligently to 
their children at all sorts of times and 
places, when sitting down in the house, 
or walking by the way, when they lie 
down to sleep, or rise in the morning. 
They must keep them before their eyes, 
and write them on the posts of the houses 
and gates. God said, Be careful, lest 
you forget. 

During their journey to the Prom- 
ised Land, they sometimes piled stones, 
so that when their children asked, What 
do! these stones mean? the parents would 
tell stories to help them to remember. 
These people were Hebrews, or Jews. 
Jesus was a Jewish boy. 

“Day by day- the little Jesus 

, Grew like you and me; 
' Learned to say a prayer to heaven 
At his mother’s knee.” 


When Jesus was twelve years old and 
visited the temple in Jerusalem, he loved 
to listen to the wise men and teachers 
talking about such things. 


Lesson Story—About the time that 
Jesus was growing up in Nazareth, 
where he advanced in wisdom and stat- 
ure and in favor with God and men, an- 
other Jewish boy, named Saul, was 
growing up in Tarsus, quite a long way 
off. Saul was a clever boy and learned 
many things to make him a useful man. 
He was proud to be a free-born Roman. 

‘Like all faithful Jews, his parents 

taught him the Holy Scriptures and the 
history of his people. He learned God’s 
laws and tried to keep them. There 
were very good schools at that time, 
so Saul’s parents sent him where he 
had good teachers. During his boy- 
hood he was storing God’s Word in 
his memory. 

After the Story.— Have you ever 
watched some busy little creatures run- 
ning back and forth to a tiny hole in 

ground which leads to their home? 
These little ants are carrying something, 
for they are wise enough to store away 
food in the summer. 

If you look in the air or among the 
flowers, you will see other busy crea- 
tures flying or stopping to gather honey 
to carry to the hives where they live. 
Why do they lay it by? 

In the autumn, when nuts are -ripe, 
some furry little animals are busy carry- 
ing nuts or acorns to put away for win- 
ter use. How wise the ants, bees, and 
squirrels are to lay by their food, where 

can find it to use! 
uring schooldays you children are 
busy putting away helpful things in your 
minds, so that you may have them to 
use when you need them. It is a good 
thing to put away in memory all we can 





learn from God’s Word while we are 
children, so that we may find and use 
em as long as we live. A great king 
once said, Thy word have I laid up in 
my heart. Jewish boys, like Jesus and 
Saul, learned much of God’s Word. 
Each Sunday we have a Bible verse 
to re away in memory that we may find 
and use it again when we need it. 


Peoria, Itt. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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It ‘was an exciting day in Jerusalem; it 
was a crisis in the caréer of the great apostle 
and served partially to lift the veil which 
hitherto in the record has hidden from us 
his early life. Incidentally, a bumptious 
Roman chief captain got a wholesome lIes- 
son which inspired a respect for Paul—a 
respect that ripened into a real service and 
made him a good letter writer (Acts 23 : 12- 
go). Teacher may use Jetts to-day as. “pegs”’ 
on which to hang the story. : i 


Greenssoro, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Paul’s place in history. 

2. The known facts of his early life. 

3. His consci and prep- 
aration for his future 


life. 














“NS MORE Christ-like figure than 
his has ever walked across the 

es of history,” said a minister re- 
cently, of the Apostle Paul. Do you 
agree with him in that judgment? Chal- 
lenge the attention of your girls by giv- 
ing them that statement and that inquiry 
as a sort of basis on which to study 
throughout the coming six months. After 
a bit of discussion — which will reveal 
the slight knowledge of most of the 
girls, probably — ask them to enter into 
this study with the aim of acquiring 
enough actual knowledge of thf8 remark- 
able man to be able to agree or differ 
intelligently with such an opinion; and 
to discover in Paul’s life those qualities 
like his Master’s in which we may obey 
his own injunction to be “imitators of 
me, even as I also am of Christ.” (1) 

Set about this study as thoroughly as 
possible ; make use of note-books, maps, 
outlines, and at least one especially fine 
reference life of Paul, Dr. Temes 
Stalker’s (Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York, 90 cts.), brief and definite enough 
for class use. Paul’s life can be made 
as vividly interesting to young people 
as any romance ever written; spare no 
pains to make it grip their minds and 
hearts, for it, or rather he, illuminates 
the entire New Testament as does no 
other single personality, excepting only 
of course his Master’s, (2) 


2. Have ready a map, preferably one 
sketched by one of the class on board 
or paper chart, of the Roman world of 
Paul’s-time, and as the facts of his early 
life are accumulated locate them thereon, 
with plain markings. Give out the fol- 
lowing references from which to. gather 
these facts (all to be outlined in the 
note-books) : The place of Saul’s birth, 
Acts 21:39; his father’s race and re- 


ligion, j pians 3:5; social position, 
Acts 22:28, and 25:11; early religious 
training, Deuteronomy 6: 4-9; Joshua 


4: 20-24; 2 Timothy 3: 14-16; his boy- 
hood trade, Acts 18:3; his schooling in 
Jerusalem, Acts 22:3; his chief teacher 
there, Acts 5: 33-40; his age, Acts 7: 
58 and Philemon 9— was he born about 
the year our Lord was? (3 

From these statements we have a full 
light on his childhood and youth, noting 
his own statement as to how he lived 
during all these years, Acts 23;1; and 
certain results on his mind and heart 
which endured throughout his life, which 
constituted his conscious and unconscious 
preparation for the world-wide work 
God entrusted him with. What were 
some of these? 


3. From history we know much of the 
kind of city Tarsus was at that time, a 
busy commercial and educational center 
of very cosmopolitan type, where was 
located. the third greatest seat of learn- 
ing of the age, and where all sorts and 
conditions of men were to be observed 
by this keen-minded boy as he grew up 
in the midst of its varied life. He 
was being prepared to understand all 
sorts of people, of all sorts of 
habits and customs, so that none 
among whom he afterwards worked 
seemed strange and outlandish to him, 
but he could penetrate beneath the non- 
essentials to the universal and true in the, 
human heart. 

He must also have acquired a fine 
working knowledge of © “everyday” 
Greek, though scholars. tell us that his 
writings show very little influence of 
classical Greek, from which, as well as 
from his father’s ‘strait-laced Pharisee- 
ism, we can hardly suppose that he. ever 
attended the heathen schools of: Tarsus. 
Rather, we can constantly trace the very 
language, as well as the facts, of the 
Old ‘Testament ‘in its Greek translation 
of that time, proving that he, like all 
Hebrew boys, was’ grounded in their 
Souighases in his. childhood. (4) 

“Ais tity life and ‘associations are ‘re- 
flected in his books also (2 Tim. 4:7; 
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Rom. 13:12; 2 Cor. 6:7, and 10:3; 
Eph. 6:13; 1 shane, 538); in his use o 
them in his figures of speech. He loved 
the close contact with crowds and did 
his best work in the great cities, Antioch, 
Ephesus, Corinth, Rome. (8) 
Certainly the second great influence in 
his preparation, next to his birth and 
ame searing. was his wonderful teacher, 
Gamaliel, “the Beauty of the Law,” as he 
was called by his fellow rabbis. His 
breadth of mind and nobility of heart 
must have enlarged the sympathies of 
this young Pharisee from Tarsus who 
came in his early youth to sit at his 
feet for his training to be, like his 
teacher, a rabbi. As always when God 
has a great task awaiting a worker, he 
was preparing that worker in this “He- 
brew of the Hebrews,” who was yet not 
a narrow Palestinian Jew, a y en- 
dowed with a wonderful memory, keen 
powers of observation, logic, richness 
of ideas and depth of heart, trained from 
childhood in the sacred Scriptures. (6) 


Home Study 


Some questions for thought and study: 
Did Saul ever see Jesus, before his con- 
version? May not both have vis- 
ited Jerusalem at the same time, in their 
youth? Contrast the early life and cir- 
cumstances of these two Hebrew boys 
and trace the natural results in their 
tastes and methods, 


Decatur, GA, 
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Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: “Turning the battle at the 
gate.” 

Discussion: What makes a good “pinch 
hitter”? Is it training? Is it confi- 
dence? Is it poise or nerve? What is 
the best course of training right now to 
fit a fellow for the crises that are bound 
to come? 

Objective: “Christ in you, the hope of 
glory.” 
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AY, fellows, now and then a thing 
happens which sets our blood tingling 
and évery nerve in us want to 
send up a mighty shout’ For instance, 
when the score is against us in the ninth 
inning, and with two men out and the 


} bases full, our pinch hitter comes to bat, 


coolly waits, picks out the “good one,” 
and swats the pill over leftfield fence! 
Or when Hindenburg’s hordes are pour- 
ing into the Marne wedge, almost to the 
gates of Paris, Foch calmly waits — and 
prays while he waits—then at the cru- 
cial moment hurls those chafing reserves 
against them, turns disaster into victory 
and enshrines the names of Chateau 
Thierry, Belleau Wood, and the Ameri- 
can Marines in song and story for ages 
to come, 

Fellows, every life is a campaign, and 
it is the biggest game of all; into this 
great contest come crises now and then, 
and the way we meet them largely de- 
termines the result. If those crises have 
not begun to come in your life, let it 
be the sure sign to you that God is hold- 
ing them off while he gives you the op- 
portunity to make the necessary prep- 
aration for them, for come they will. 
There will be times when the storm. is 
breaking around your head ‘and the 
ground will seem to be crumbling be- 
neath your feet. Such times come to 
every fellow who sets his face to a prin- 
ciple and determines to stand like a man, 
ro matter what it costs. 

Fellows, Paul was that kind of a man. 
He had that steadfastness to principle, 


that firmness of purpose, which gave him | 


poise when all about him was tumult. 
Other men lost their heads; Paul kept 
cool. It was a critical moment around 
the temple court that morning; the Jew- 
ish mob was murderous, the Roman chief 
captain was petulant, and he was cold 
and relentless as steel. 

Paul. had to handle both on separate 
grounds to keep them from “handling” 
him —and both at thé’ same time. He 
shrewdly “played both entts against: the 
middle.” He drew frant is cqaiver twi 
keen but entirely different atrows,cand 
both “went home.” To the chief cap- 
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tain, he whispered one small word, “I 
am a Roman citizen.” That made the 
grim warrior’s jaw drop. It thoroughly 
frightened him and gave him such pro- 
found respect for his prisoner that on a 
later occasion he did Paul a very vital 
service. 

To the mob of Jews clamoring for 
Paul’s life, Paul having gained the chief 
captain’s permission, turned and _ in- 
formed them in the Hebrew tongue that 
he was a better Jew than any of them, 
and he made out his case so well that 
they listened — and before they realized 


’ it, Paul had accomplished his object and 


. manner of meetin 


delivered his shot, which was to pro- 
claim Christ as “that Just One,” the 
Saviour of the world — including the de- 
spised Gentiles. The Truth had gone 
home, and they gnashed their teeth, tore 
their own clothes into shreds, and threw 
dust into the air, while Paul was taken 
into the castle for further examination 
and, for the time being, was safe. 

Fellows, baseball does furnish now and 
then a moment’s thrill — and thank God 
for the clean game; a world war makes 
the earth tremble for many years — and 
may the Lord have pity upon its vic- 
tims; but Paul was grappling the Big 
Event upon which Eternity shivers — the 
Disaster of rejecting Jesus Christ! And 
as we look upon Paul’s life, his superb 
great crises as they 
came, how he held not his own life 
dear, we think of one of the great say- 
ings of the prophet Isaiah: 


“In that day shal) the Lord of hosts 
be for a crown of glory, and for a dia- 
dem of beauty, unto the residue of his 
people, and for a spirit of judgment to 

im that sitteth in judgment, and for 
strength TO THEM THAT TURN THE BAT- 
TLE AT THE GATE.” 

Fellows, if you and I want a career 
that will give highest satisfaction now, 
and best | ae record in Eternity, let’s 
make Christ at once its dominant Theme 
and sustaining Power! 


GreEeNnsporo, N. C, 





[ Children at Home 





Pearl’s Secret 
By Mrs. Howard Taylor 


X. Is It Your Secret, Too ? 
“NONE from us—gone to be with 


Him,” her father wrote a few days | 
“Our precious little Pearl — that | 


later. 
radiant soul! how can I tell you all that 
she was? Though only eight years old 
she raised a standard we would do well 
to follow. Her high sense of honor 


| trict in which Pastor 





and truth, the diligence and thorough- | 


ness with which she did everything, the 
order and neatness of her work, her 
thoughtfulness and intelligence and her 
unvarying faithfulness gave promise of 
a future of more than ordinary useful- 
ness, Gifted and beautiful-—— lovely in 
person, in mind, and in heart — she was 
nevertheless unconscious of it all. She 
radiated love, always and everywhere. 
Can you imagine how the heart of her 


mother was satisfied in her love? They 
fitted being into being, the one a coun- 
terpart of the other. As flower to 


sun, so did Pearl turn to her mother; 
and when we went out, with father on 
one side and mother on the other, she 
would dance for joy and gladness.” 

“Her little life was so fragrant at 
school,” wrote one who loved her there; 
and another recalled her thoughtfulness 
and care for others. “She delighted to 
help those in the school who were smaller 
than herself, and was always eager to do 
all in her power for the teachers, I can- 
not tell you-how we shall miss her Christ- 
like influence as well as her bright pres- 
ence.” 

That little life of eight short years 
had done its work, or, 
now see, may we not say it has entered, 
rather, upon wider usefulness, as it has 





| 





seeing what we | 


entered upon more perfect happiness? ! 
For Pearl is touching homes and hearts | 
and lands she never could have reached 


if she had stayed with us. Lying be- 


fore the writer; for example, is a sheaf | clean from all defilement. 


of papers that''tell a precious story. 
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brush and ink, and all on Chinese paper 
in the curious characters that-mean so 
much. Some come from the borders of 
Mongolia, far north of the great wall, 
some from towns and cities in the prov- 
ince of Shan-si, especially from the dis- 
si did his life- 
work. And what have they to do with 
little Pearl? She never went up there. 

No, but some one did to whom she was 
very dear—some one who is writing 
these pages — and in many places where 
there were schools and orphanages she 
told the story of how little Pearl gave 
her heart to the Lord. Then she asked 
the boys and girls who listened, listened 
as if they could never hear enough, 
whether they too would not like to be 
sure, quite sure, that their names are 
written in the Lamb’s Book of Life. Do 
you want to hear some of the answers? 

From these two hundred and more 
slips of paper let us take a few and 
read them here on the upper verandah 
of the school Pearl loved. This big 
room behid us was her room. Yonder, 
with its white mosquito netting, is the 
little bed she slept in. 
blue sea, washing up so quietly on the 
beach below, stretches the infinite blue 
of heaven—telling of that far better, 
happier land that she has entered. And 
here are the decisions recorded by many 
a young heart that has taken the step 
Pearl took and has learned the blessed- 
ness of her secret. 

“On June the sixth,” writes a dear 
girl of thirteen, “I handed over my 
heart to the Lord. I feel my sins to 
be very great. The Lord can wash 
them all away with his precious blood. 
I trust the Lord will never leave me. 
Please pray for me, honored friend.” 

“From this eighth day of the fifth 
month,” is the record of a girl of sev- 
enteen, “my purpose is settled to follow 
the Lord. I desire to have fellowship 
with him, ard to leave all that is sin- 
ful. Please pray for me.” 

“On the sixth day of the sixth month, 
Steadfast Virtue settled her purpose to 

ive body and soul to the Lord Jesus, 
or his service. ong the Lord has 
redeemed me by his blood, I trust he 
will never leave me. The Lord has 
already shown me great mercy. Please 
pray the Holy Spirit to help me and 
enable me to be a light in the world.” 

“Mary, aged thirteen, gave her heart 
to the Lord on June 6. Please, Lord, 
always be King in my life. Forever fill 
my heart, that I may be Thy child. ‘I 
trust you shall know that we are not 
reprobates. We pray God that even 
one wicked thing he will not allow us 
to do’ (2 Cor. 13:6, 7).” 

“Determined to give body and soul to 
the Lord,” writes another child of 
twelve. “Please pray the Heavenly 
Father to enable me all my life to walk 
in faithfulness.” 

And one of sixteen, an earnest girl 
from the mountains, records: “Under the 
Holy Spirit’s influence, I was enabled 
to repent and believe in the Lord. I de- 
sire to be one whom the Lord can use.” 

“Whether for life or death,” wrote 
one of the same age —so weak that she 
could only make a little cross on the 
paper —“I determine on this sixth day 
of June to be the Lord’s.” 

“Branch of Grace willingly gives her 
whole heart to the Lord,” is yet another. 
“Write my name, Lord, I pray, in thy 
book, that at thy coming thou mayest 
receive me to heaven. The Lord said 
to those who trust him, ‘I go to prepare 
a place for you.’” 

“Please pray for your scholar who 
willingly gives his whole heart and life 
to the Lora,” writes a boy of eighteen 
from Pastor Hsi’s old station. 

“This ninth year of the Republic, the 
second month and twenty-seventh day 
at 3 P. M.,” wrote a classmate, “I came 
under the gracious influence of the Holy 
Spirit. My purpose is fixed whether 
for life or death, for honor or con- 
tempt [persecution] to give my whole 
life to the Lord. Please pray for me.” 

An older lad in the same _ school 


writes: “Most willingly I give my whole | 


life to serve the Lord, offering to him 
my body and soul. I beseech the Lord 
Most High to bestow upon me his Holy 
Spirit that my heart may be washed 
Please pray 
for me that I may receive the Lord's 


Some are written in pencil, some with’ blessing. This is my supreme desire.” 


And over the|] 





“Star of Dawn, aged thirteen, obtained 
comfort of the Lord on June 6, and 
gladly hands over her heart to the Lord 
in repentance. Please pray for me.” 

And Strong Root “truly determines to 
give her whole heart to the Lord and 
not to go on sinning. She trusts the 
Lord will help her, for he has said, ‘I 
want people to come to me, and certainl 
will have ways to help.’ I am only fif- 
teen and might very easily backslide. 


Please pray for me that my faith may 
be strengthened. I am full of happi- 
ness.” 


Dear reader, young or old, do you 
know the joy that filled these hearts? 
Have you too a record such as theirs? 
If you have never decided definitely to 
love and serve the Lord Jesus, will you 
not do so now? Ask him, as these boys 
and girls have done, to give you his Holy 
Spirit that your heart may be cleansed 
from all sin. Praise him that he does do 
it. Oh, kneel down and thank him, as 
Pearl did, that he writes your name too 
in the Book of Life! And hear him say 
io you to-day, with the same mighty 
ove: 

“Fear not, for I have redeemed thee; 
I have called thee by thy name: thou 
art mine.” 

“There is a city bright; 
Closed are its gates to sin; 
Nought that defileth, 
Nought that defileth 
Can ever enter in. 


“Saviour, I come to Thee; 

O Lamb of God, I pray, 
Cleanse me and save me, 
Cleanse me and save me, 

Wash all my sins away. 


“Lord, make me, from this hour, 
Thy loving child to be, 
Kept by Thy power, 
Kept by Thy power 
From all that grieveth Thee, — 


“Till in the snow-white dress 
Of Thy redeemed I stand, 
Faultless and stainless, 
Faultless and stainless, 
Safe in that happy land.” 


(Tue Enp) 


It is planned to publish Pearl’s 
book form late in the fall of 1921. The book 
will be illustrated and will make a charm- 
ing Christmas gift for girls, The price will 
probably. be 75 cts. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 








July 10. What Is Our “Reasonable Service’? 
Rom. 12: 1-8. 

July 17. Judging Unkindly. Matt. 7: 

July 24. The Perils of Materialism. 
2: 15-17. 

July 31. Christian Progress among the In- 
dians. Isa. 61:1-9. (Home missionary 
meeting.) 


I-5. 
t John 


Sunday, July 3 


Thy Will Be Done. I. With My Strength 
(Matt. 6: 7-15) 
(Consecration Meeting) 


Mon.—Consecrated Strength (1 Sam. 17 : 1-17, 
22-37). Out in the open, in pursuance of 
his task, David had become acquainted with 
God, who calls himself Elohim, “The Strong 
One,” and knew what it was to have God’s 
enabling strength come upon him in the 
protection of others. God was the secret 
of David’s greatness. 


Tues.—Life’s Glory (Prov. 20:29). The great 
strength of the young bandits of to-day is 
their shame, rather than their glory, be- 
cause God has no place in their lives. The 
strength admired by the world is clean 
strength, that of the athlete who plays a 
“square game.” - 

Wed —Strength of Mind (Mark 12 : 28-31). It 
is both ludicrous and pathetic to watch the 
performers on a gymnasium floor who are 
giants physically, but utterly unable to 
execute a double movement, mentally in- 
capable of comprehending quickly the di- 
rector’s command. How dwarfed one is 
without a well-developed mind! 

Thurs.—Strength of Character (Rom. 15 : 1). 
The strong character is the one who forgets 
self in serving others. God is the only 
ene who can put a surrendered self out of 
existence, leaving a selfless life. 

Fri.—Strength of Purpose (1: Cor. 16 : 13). The 
purposeless life is without achievement. 
“Dare to have a purpose true,” press toward 
it with determination, and you may be sure 
of its ultimate fulfilment. 
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Sat.—Source of Strength (Psa. 27:1). “The 
people that do know their God shall be 
strong, and do exploits,” is the Bible prom- 
ise (Dan. 11 : 32). Natural physical strength 
is liable to leave us, but God, the great, 
Strong One, will always be able to give 
supernatural strength — even to shorn and 
blinded Samsons. 


“T)RINCE” Daniel, captive in Baby- 
£ lon, refused to eat the meat and the 
wine of the Chaldean king (which had 
probably been first offered before an 
idol), lest he defile himself —the body 
consecrated to his God, Elohim, “The 
Strong One.” On Daniel’s commence- 
ment day he captured the highest honors 
bestowed by the University of Chaldea, 
and the leading governmental position 
(below the eae of the realm. 

Daniel and his companions were not only 
strong physically, but were so loyal to 
God that they braved the lions’ den and 
the fiery furnace rather than disobey 
and displease him. Indeed, the enemies 
of Daniel could find no fault in him 
except concerning the laws of his God. 

In answer to Daniel’s prayer an angel 
came, revealing wonderful mysteries, and 
addressing him thrice as “a man greatly 
beloved” of God. 

Daniel wielded a mighty influence for 
God and his people, and was doubtless the 
instrument, under God, through which 
King Cyrus was persuaded to allow 
the return of the Hebrews to their own 
land when the prophesied seventy years 
of their captivity were at an end. 

It is the purpose-in-the-heart folks 
who, like Daniel, reach the pinnacle of 
true success. One of the ways by which 
they climb is by the faithful building of 
body, soul, and spirit. Abstaining from 
all that defiles, participating in healthful 
sports (in which the out-of-door variety 
predorr nates), determinedly masterin 
their studies or the problems connecte 
with their business, and striving to please 
their Gol—even in the face of. the 
scoffers’ den, brings the approbation of 
God, for “Promotion cometh neither 
from the east, nor from the west, nor 
from the south. But God is the judge: 
he putteth down one; and-setteth up 
another.” 

Why should we seek good health ?7— 
We cannot render our best service, phys- 
ical, mental, or spiritual, if handicapped 
by ill-health. It is our duty, therefore, 
to study the laws of. health, exercise, 
recreation, work, that we might be fit for 
a worth-while task. 

W’ at calls has God for strong ser- 
vants ?—He who is given up to God finds 
almost more to do for him than his 
body can bear, and needs to seek God’s 
direction constantly that he may not 
overdo. Those who enlist in the. great 
service of foreign missions find health 
the first requisite. 

How can we glorify God “in our 
bodies” ?7—We can glorify God by remem- 
bering that the Christian’s body is the tem- 
ple of the Holy Spirit and must not be 
defiled, and that the Lord waits to be 
invited to dwell therein; not as a guest, 
but as the beloved Host, King, and 
Captain of our lives. Only when his 
presence fills us are we glorifying God 
with body, soul, and spirit. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the’ United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage. : 2 ; 
1 50 Five or more copies, either to 
$ . separate addresses or in a 


package, to one address, $1.50 each, per 


ear. 
: One copy, or any number of 
$2.00 copies less than five, $2 each, 
per copy. One copy, five years, $8 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Lesson for July 3. Acts 21 : 39; 


22:3, 2%; 2 Timothy 3:14, 15; Deuteronomy 6: 4-9 





A Monthly Bureau of Information for 
the Sunday-School Worker 








Teacher-Training Questions 


Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 
Teacher- Superin it of the 
tion 
I wish you could give me some informa- 
tion as to how a can make every 
member of her class feel that they ought to 
take the examinations. I have four or five 
members who do very excellent work, but 
positively refuse to attempt the examinations. 
HE examinations are exceedingly 
important. Without them it would be 
‘difficult. to promote thorough study and 
to maintain keen interest in the course. 
Make sure that the students master 
each lesson. Drill them on the ip ot 
ant points. By apt questions draw from 
them what they know of the subject. Re- 
view again and again till every doubtful 
point is made clear and has become a 
part of the furnishings of every pupil. 
Phe members of the class will then be 
so. well prepared for an examination 
that they will be glad to pass the test. 
Make the examination period a pleas- 
ant occasion. Plan for it far ahead. 
A Methodist pastor who recently grad- 
uated a class in one of the First Stand- 
‘ard text-books. says: “To keep up in- 
terest we served a lunch at the home 
where. the examination. was held, and 
went around to the different homes. It 
worked fine and kept the interest alive: 
When the time came for the final ex- 
amination the scholars were loth to 
quit,” ica ag 
.- The interest in the examination will be 
uickened by keeping before the class 
the fact that at the end of the cours¢ 
,a: carefully. planned graduation. service 
willbe conducted. Let it be understood 
uthat this.commencement will be well ad- 
vertised, and that it will be one of. the 
leading church events of the year. 





In looking over the different teacher-train- 
{ng courses that are offered by the Interna- 


' tional Sunday School Association and the De: 


nominations I feel that with the material I 
have to deal with I could get the best results 
from the use of one of the First Standard 
text-books. Can you tell me if permanent 
results aré secured by the study of these 
simple text-books? 
pnow of many schools that have 
most gratifying results from the 
study of the text-books you have in 
nied. I have before me just now 
messages from two teachers of training 
who are rejoicing over the good 
‘results of the study. One says: 
, “I cannot explain to you what this 
,work by the class-is meaning to our 
Sunday-school. These teachers are get- 
ting a new vision of their work and re- 
sponsibility.” Another says: 

“My teacher-training class*has just fin- 
ished the First Standard Course. The 
three graduates are an honor to the Sun- 
day-school, and are considered very pro- 
ficient teachers. They are quite young, 
but teach well. Their energy produces 
a wholesome effect on the teaching force 
of the school. The other teachers of the 
school talk of a class for themselves. 








- BaggageTags 
Baggage well -tag- 
gedisas hard to lose 
as Dennison’s Tags 
are hard to tear off, 


They’re tough, and 









they travel. At 10,000 
rs. 
Write Dennison, Department > 4 
Framingham, » for" Handy Book.” 









In ordering ae. or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as 
the advertiser, by stating that: you saw the 
ad ent in The Sunday School Times. 

















We observe the readiness of the gradu- 
ates not only to teach, but to do other 
Christian work.” 


Home Department Questions 


Discussed by Mrs. A. W. Karnell 


Chairman of t.e Home Department Committee 
of the International Sunday Schoo! Association 


Is there any place where I can secure the 
uniform material in Polish and Italian? 
Our community has changed so rapidly since 
the beginning of the war that we find our 
church surrounded by the foreign element. 
The Polish predominate in one direction and 
the Italian in the other. Our Home Depart- 
ment has tried to reach some of them, but 
many of the adults do not understand Eng- 
lish. We are getting some of the children, 
and believe we could reach some of the par- 
ents if we had the lesson material in their 
own language. I called on our Board and 
found a monthly paper in Italian, but the 
Sunday-school lesson in it was in English, 
and of course this would not serve our pur- 
pose, as it is distinctly evangelical Bible 
study we are after.—Mrs. W. P. B. 

HAVE no less than five letters on 

my desk on this question, and I am 
glad to say that after years of wait- 
ing this problem is to be solved. The 
amalgamation of the International Sun- 
da chool Association and the Evan- 
pet Be Sunday School Council has been 
perfected, and this combined body has 
appointed a committee of the editors 
of the Sunday-school boards of the vari- 
ous denominations. This committee has 
already. met, and the assurance. is: given 
me by one..of its members that after 
April, 1921; ‘material. for :the! uniform 
lessons in: the various foréign language 
groups will be available from the de- 
nominational depositories. The respon- 
sibility for this work is divided among 
the various denominations. 

This certainly is. good news, and I 
believe will rejoice those, who. have 
struggled so long with. this problem. It 
will open a wonderful avenue of serv- 
ice to the Home Department: ~ Let us 
pray that the Holy Spirit -will go before 
us, and that the. Word in their own 
tongue will fall into good ground. 





Near us is a large institution where many 

agtd and incurable people of both sexes 
are kept, and we are thinking of. starting 
a Home Department class there, but we 
do not know just how to go about it. 
Should the Visitors I already have add this 
to their work? 
do not approve. Would it be better to 
have Visitors just for this work? I heard 
you say at our state convention that you had 
carried on such work, and so I am writing 
you for information.— Home -Department 
Superintendent. 
1 WAS standing one day waiting to 
& speak to a group of prisoners when 
it seemed to me I heard a: voice say- 
ing, “I was in prison and ye came unto 
me.” Tears came to my eyes, and a 
wonderful joy in my heart as I felt 
His approval on what we were doing 
that day. So do I feel that the work 
such as you are contemplating is a gra- 
cious opportunity to serve him who 
said, “I was sick and ye visited me.” 
The best plan is to appoint a chairman 
for the institutional work, who should 
investigate the conditions and learn how 
many members might be secured. Suffi- 
cient Visitors should then be appointed 
so as to allow from ten to fifteen mem- 
bers to each Visitor. The time for 
visitation in such an institution is usually 
limited, and no worker could care for 
more than this number. Besides the 
friendly visit and the discussion of the 
lessons, there are other things which 
the Visitor can do, such as writing 
notes, buying things which the shut-ins 
cannot secure, remembering their birth- 
days and special occasions, giving them a 
party once in a while, and in a general 
way making them feel that they belong to 
a great family. There is no social or 
financial gain to your department in this 
work, but it is immensely worth while 
in the joy that you bring into their lives 
and the blessing that comes to you. 


I know that some of them” 
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“Rattling good talks . . . Straight-from-the-shoulder .. . 
Boys will like them and profit bythem,” says the W atchman- 
Examiner, about BOY-TALKS, by Philip E. Howard. 


AND THE OTHER EDITORS THINK SO, TOO! 
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They Say: 


| 
| hold the attention.”"— Record of 
Gospel of Grace for boys.” — 
os 
| teacher 


open 
cage! to "find himeel 


byterian. 
“ The love of home, the 


“ We extend a vote of thanks to Mr. Howard for writing this book. 
the sort of plain but interesting little talks fathers and teachers can have with grow- 
ing, aspiring boys, and both the men and the boys will be the better for having told 
and heard the talks." —Christian Advocate. 


“Mr. Howard has a happy way of introducing illustrations which magnetically 
i hristian Work. 


“They are full of incident, freshly stated truth and thorough insight into the 
cal Christian. . 


“They are not a series of criticisms, but illustrations. 
secret order which 'ntrudes upon the boy's modesty and personality, but such 
pi nd ery ie by meas of many basen net” Pie prods 

i -! many in a 
virbade dniad dos anduben Wil am of wisdom and inspirati 
They are gentle without being silly, and are strong without violence.” — \. 


of the ocean, the smell of the woods, the clear 
air of the mountain, the thrill of heroism, the spirit of missions, the wonders of 
science, and the beauty of friendship pervade this little book.” — The Lutheran. 


A GOOD BOOK TO TAKE ALONG ON VACATION! 
$1.50, postpaid. 


It is just 


A | 


a parent wondering how to ‘get next’ to your boy, or a minister 
anxious to say the right thing to the boys at their next class meeting, or a Bible- 
school superi itching to get ‘in good’ with the chaps next Sunday, or a 

to say something that will shape their lives aright, or a 
himself * ? ‘Boy. Talks’ ts the book for you.” — The Lookout. 


boy 
They are not of a 


1 












Ask Marion Lawrance! 











Iowa.—In the event of pupils moving away 
and dropping out of a Sunday-school, using 
the Robert Raikes diplomas, is it permissible 
or proper to continue to give the seals to 
those scholars, provided they are complying 
with the conditions in the school they are 
now attending?—S. W. 

HE Robert Raikes diploma lends it- 

self to this sort of continuous use, 
but I do not think many schools are us- 
ing it in this way. The diplomas are 
exactly alike. The seals that are fur- 
nished will fit in any of the diplomas. 
The colors for the given years are one 
and the same. 

It might be well if there was a blank 
on the margin of the diplomas permit- 
ting of a transfer, to be signed by the 
officers of the school where the pupil 
formerly attended. 

I believe there are many advantages 
in keeping up the diploma in this way. 
It is a matter to be determined very 
largely by the officers of the schools in- 
terested. Such an arrangement would 
be a means of fraternizing between the 
Sunday-schools that agree to this ar- 
rangement, and I recommend that it be 
done. The school, however, that issues 
the diploma in the first place should not 
issue the seal. The seal should be is- 
sued by the school in which the scholar 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 





is at the time a regular member and only | 
after the scholar has complied with the 
requirements of the school he is attend- 
ing. 








Maine.—What significance has the Men’s 
or Adult Bible Class pin, with white center 
and red border? Who may wear these pins, 
men or women? Must they be members of | 
an Adult Bible Class?—B. S. B. } 


». 


5 Be red and white pin is one of a 
series adopted some years ago by the 
International Sunday School Association 
Executive Committee. This pin was 
originated in Chicago by a business man, 
Herbert L. Hill, now the Business Man- 
ager of the Missionary Education Move- 
ment of New York and Recording Sec- 
retary of the International Sunday 





Se 


School Executive Committee, The style 
of each pin is uniform, the colors dis- 
tinctive ;-they are as follows: 

Green circle with white center, Chil- 
dren’s Division. Blue with white center, 
Young People’s Division. Red with white 
center, Adult Division. Purple with 
white center, Home Department. Gold 
with white center, Teacher-Training. 

There is no law restricting the wear- 
ing of these, excepting the fact that they 
are the design and adoption of the Sun- 
day School Association, and are supposed 
to be worn only by those who belong 
thereto, 

The Adult emblem, red circle with 
white cénter, is intended to symbolize 
the truth in Hebrews 9:22. Indeed 
“there is no purity of life without sac- 
rifice, and no cleansing from sin with- 
out the shedding of blood.” 


Illinois.—Should Sunday-school classes vote 
for their own teachers by ballot, or should 
that be left in the hands of a Sunday-school 
board?—A., I. R. 
ig ADULT classes, and even in Young 

People’s classes which have reached 
the age of wise judgment, itis all right 
for them to indicate the teacher they 
would like to have for their class, leav- 
ing official appointment to the proper 
committee. There should, however. be 
a definite and fixed policy relating to 
the assignment of teachers in any Sun- 
day-school, as I have indicated before in 
these columns. 

The pastor, Sunday-school superinten- 
dent, director of religious education, and 
the superintendent of the division of the 
school concerned should all agre on 
who should teach a given class. ti they 
can agree upon the nominee of that class, 
well and good, but unless they can agree, 
it will make trouble and destroy the dis- 
c Jline of the school somewhat, if the 
choice of the class is put in against the 
judgment of the teacher-appointing com- 
mittee named above. 

Many classes are wrecked by being 
permitted to run after. a teacher who 
may ‘be brilliant but:,faddish, who. may 
be clever but heady,» It.is.a very.,safe 
precaution to leave.this matter,,for the 
most part in the hands,.of. this discrjm- 
inating committee. 
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A FRIEND OF PAUL 


By Mabel Ansley Murphy 





A story in which the 
ae a th 
e 
footsteps Vay &- 
Paul, 
Facts in Paul's life and 
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TIMOLEON 











day in studyi She le 
of the great Apodle, 
328 Pages—lIllustrated 
$1.25 Net By mail, $1.42 





AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL. UNION 
1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 











PAY US MONTHLY 


Scofield Reference Bible 


EQUALS A COURSE IN BIBLE STUDY 


OR 
Mave’s Topical Bible 


All Scripture arranged according to SUBJECTS 


$1.00 Down and $1.00 ifvnen 


NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR THIS 
Bibles sent anywhere, postpaid 
Send for Catalogue. Agents Wanted 
NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY 

















427 S. Dearborn Street, Chicago, Ill. 


~ SCIENTIFIC HOMILETICS 


Scientific Discourse for Beginners in Preaching. 
Scientific Didactics For Beginners in Teac 
ing. Method in Authorship For Beginners in 
Writing. Science of Truth for Beginners in 
Theology. 

The One Method gives the rudiments of universal 
literature admitting science into all higher learning. 
By Correspondence in five Books, putting best training 
into the home of Preacher, ‘leacher, Author and Bible 
Student. New, not taught in the schools. For informa- 


tion, address G. S. ANDERSON, Selma, Als. 
Ss. S. LESSON micgartess Tan 














is only $1.00 for a whole year—LESS THAN 
Don’t missit! Marion Lawrance says: ‘‘There 
is no other | like as well.” Sample copy free. 


ry8 Fifth Avenue, New York a lesson 


Eight Months Course 


OCTOBER TO JUNE 


IBLE STUDY MISSIONS 
HILD STUDY PEDAGOGY 
SOCIAL SERVICE 


Field Work 











Practical experience in lower New York 


For Young Women 


Regulars Non-Resident Volunteers 
APPLY AT THE TRAINING SCHOOL FOR CHRISTIAN 
WORKERS (lnterdenominational. ) 


7 GRAMERCY PARK, West, New York City 


Gordon 


Theological, Missionary, Relig- 
ious-Educational College course 
of four years, comege egree of 
Th.B, Graduate School of The- 
ology, three year course, graduate 
degree of B. D. Two-year Collegiate Trainin 

course. Interdenominational. Of full college an 

graduate grade, with a wide range of studies, per- 
meated by a remarkable evangelical spirit. Notable 
faculty and student body. New and beautiful fire- 
proot buildings with dormitories. Organized relig- 
ious work andself-support. For catalogand corres- 
pondence, address NATHAN R. WOOD Presi- 
dent, Gordon College of Theology & Missions, 

Boston, Mass. 


























GARNER YOUR SPARE 
MOMENTS FOR GOD! 


Complete Three Years’ English and Biblical Cor- 
respondenee Course. Diploma given. Under 
Graduate Supervision. 

_ Spgciat Courses: Fundamental Doctrines, S. 
S. Work, Last Things, Concise History of the 
Bible. For intormation address: Extension Dept., 


GOD’S BIBLE SCHOOL, CINCINNATI, O. 
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FOR CHRIST AND THE BOYS 
Forty years of secting. ie Christian churches all over 
the world have placed The Boys’ Brigade at the head 


of all Christian organizations for boys. Send for tree 
booklet. 


BOYS’ BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS 
Lafayette Square Baltimore, Md. 








For Family Worship ! 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the Interna al 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


A Six-Months Course 


EXT-BOOK, the Word. Teacher, 

the Spirit. Time required, a few 
moments daily. Tuition, “without money 
and without price.” Distance from home, 
no railway travel necessary. Value, “all 
things that thou canst desire are not to 
be compared.” Spiritual qualifications, 
teachableness of mind and heart. This 
six-months’ study of the life and letters 
of Paul is open to every one, and can 
be made under God the most richly prof- 
fitable course you have ever pursued. 
Ke pencil and note-book at hand. 
Study each of the twenty-six lessons 
prayerfully, thoughtfully, rieuenety. 
and with self-application. A valuable 
course for the family altar. Begin, per- 


severe, finish — “‘to-day if ye shall hear’ 


his voice.” 


June 27 to July 3 


Mon.—Acts 22: 1-3, 27, 28. 
Saul Born in Tarsus. 
Saul, well born, well environed, well 
reared, well disposed toward God, but 
not well saved, not even saved at all. 
“Taught according to the perfect man- 
ner of the law of the fathers, and zeal- 
ous toward God,” as many are to-day, 
and yet lacking one thing. Fatal lack! 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
instructors of children and youth, all 
summer vacation Bible schools, all Sun- 
day-school teachers, all Bible institutes 
and summer conferences. Pray for the 
six-months’ course of study now begin- 
ning. Pray for a spirit of persevering 
prayer. + 
Tues.—Judges 13 : 8-16. 

Hebrew Parents’ Love for Children. 

Samson’s great strength began with 
his Jehovah-fearing parents (vs. 22, 23), 
There is a sense in which human par- 
entage makes or unmakes. Nevertheless 
while pre-natal and post-natal training 
are important, both are futile without 
the super-natal equipment. The latter 
is fundamental; all else is supplemental. 

PRAYER Succestions: Pray for a 
stronger type of God-fearing Christian 
parenthood; for children twice well-born 
and prayerfully nurtured in a sane spir- 
itual atmosphere; for greater care to 
be exercised in the choice of childhood 
friends and influences. Even a secretly 
filthy servant can do irreparable injury 
to your child, 

Wed.—Judges 13 ;: 17-24. 
Samson as a Baby Boy. 

It is quite fitting that these God-fear- 
ing parents should have a God-blessed 
child. Dear parent, whoever you may 
be, with all thy getting and giving, get 
and give wisdom, (See Proverbs 4: 1- 
13; 9, 10.) Without it wealth and edu- 
cation and all else that thou canst give 
are as nothing. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray for every 
home in your community, every home 
in our Sunday School Times family, 
every home throughout the world. Pray 
by name for poor pastor, your church 
and Sunday-school officers, and for every 
needy family in your acquaintance. 


Thurs.—1 Samuel 1 : 21-28. 
A Hebrew Boy Dedicated to God. 

A dedicatory service, whether of 
houses of worship or of children, may 
be a mere form or may be from the 
heart. Hannah’s was the latter. Many 
a parent wonders why his dedicated chil- 
dren have “gone wrong.” Is God to 
blame? Must there not then have been 
human failure somewhere? 

PRAYER Succestions: Pray for the 
household of faith everywhere. Pray 
for every bereaved or afflicted child of 
God. Pray for all widows and orphans, 
especially for those.who are spiritually 
or physically destitute. Pray Vr every 
home without God or hope in the world. 





Fri—Luke 2 : 40-52. 
The Boy Jesus Visite the Temple. 
Neither Paul nor Jesus at twelve years 
of age had been “born > ae (Jesus did 
not require it), yet both were zealous 
toward God, and in addition one was 
“about his Father’s business.” God was 
God to Paul, but He was Father to 
cm Fatherhood accompanies filial re- 
ationship, never otherwise. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for every 
department of your church, especially for 
the work among the children and young 
people. Pray for all who are away or 
soon leaving for their summer vacatien. 
Pray for all ospel efforts in summer re- 
sorts. 


Sat.—1 Samuel 17 : 31-37. 
A Youth of Faith and Courage. 

David was a youth, but not an unsea- 
soned youth. o child or man is unsea- 
soned who is trained of God. Satan’s 
warring giants are as pigmies before the 
trained cadets of Jehovah. David was 
prepared in secret for open warfare. 
Are you? 

PraYER SuccEsTIoNS: Pray for ever 
home faprenenene in the foreign field, 
Many a loved one has “forsaken” father 
and mother, and brothers and sisters, in 
order to carry the blessed Gospel to the 
regions beyond. Oh, how our sympathies 
would be enlarged if we could look into 
some of the lonely prayer closets at 
home! 


Sun.—Proverbs 2 : 1-10, 
The Lord Giveth Wisdom. 

But he giveth it, not apart from the 
Word, but through the Word. If par- 
ents would but hide the Word, hide it 
prayerfully and perseveringly, in the 
hearts of their children, it would surely 
bear fruit “after many days.” -How few 
the number of understanding parents! 
Little wonder that so many youthful 
footsteps slide. 

Prayer Succestions" Do. you realize 
the almost infinite possibilities sabes’ 
up in the heart of vour child, posstbili- 
ties either for good or for evih? And 
likewise in the hearts of your Sunday- 
school class, or others under your influ- 
ence? You would pray as never before, 
Remember that Saul the child was poten- 
tially Paul the great apostl.. 
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(0 / A 6% ACCOUNT 
O No matter where you 
live, you can savant 
your savings promptly 
and safely with us at 
6% interest. 
For 26 years we have paid 6% on Two- 
Year Time Certificates and 5% on Certifi- 
cates payable on demand—First Mortgage 
Security. Interest paid semi-annually, 
or quarterly if you wish. 
If you have saved $25 or more, write to- 
dav for booklet, ‘* 6% and Safety.”’ 
THE CALVERT MORTGAGE CO. 
870 Calvert Bidg., Baltimore, Md. 
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You ean be quickly cured, if you 


AMMER 


$590 seaue Bids.. Tar Ne Tih Bc indtanepertn’ 
Ladies Let Cuticura 
Keep Your Skin 


Fresh and Young 
Seance Gantcaze Laboratories, Dept. Malden, 
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WILSON 


Standard for Forty-five Years 
Rolling and Folding 
Partitions 


“One room into many— 
many into one” 
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Made to harmonize with interior de} 
sign. Simple in operation, durable. § 
Unqualified approval by churchf 


authorities everywhere. Necessary in 


every church building. Whereve: 
used, forever indispensable. 


public institutions. 
Write for illustrated booklets 


THE J. G.WILSON CorPorATION 


8 WEST 40th ST., NEW YORK 
OFFICES IN THE PRINCIPAL CITIES 


In use f 
in more than 38,000 churches and § — 











(rite fo, i's Booklet 


Tt tells how to receive | 
a generous income for 
life: regular, unchange- 
able, non-taxable. In- ; 
vestment absolutely 
safe. Your monéy 
helps a Christian enter- 
prise. 


American Bible Society 
25 Bible House 
Astor Place, New York . 


Write 








PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, H ymnBoards,Collection Plates,etc. 


| Globe Furniture Company, jv mite 


Free Beek of Designs 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
__ Wept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 
Individual Communion Cups 
and is sa 


Convenient, Noisel y 
List of thousands of churches using our cups and FREE 
CATALOG with quotations sent upon request. 


SANITARY COMMUNION OUTFIT CO. 7th St, ROCHESTER, N. Y. 
ST 


Concessions Made on Purchase 
SPECIAL of Sunday School Song Books 
PRICE During the Summer. 


= Returnable examination copies with full par- 
ticulars sent on request. 


Tullar-Meredith Co., 225 W. 36th St., New York City 


When the Days 
Seem Dark 


By Pump E. Howarp 


$1.25, postpaid 


Personal: Sending the money with your order 
saves both yourself and us time and expense 




















A book of comfort and 
encouragement. For the 
afflicted, the discour- 
aged, the perplexed— 


stress—for everybody. 


Tue Sunpay ScHoot 
Times COMPANY 


1031 Walnut Street, 
‘Philadelphia. 
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Put Your Church in Touch with the Community 


WITH AN 


ACME INTERCHANGEABLE STEEL SIGN 


SEND FOR PRICE LIST 


14 VESEY STREET, NEW YORK 











Al good book is most enjoyable when you have time to-enjoy it. 
For vacation take along a book | 


tion’s the time. 
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